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BANCHORY COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

Monday 11th May 2015 

Banchory Academy Library 

7.30pm 

Present: Mary Lennox (Chair); Jerry Cobb (Vice Chair); Rebecca Glansbeek (Treasurer); John Owen 

(Secretary); Louise Cameron (Minute Secretary); Aileen Black; Eileen Durno; Nicola Kenyon; Rob 

Sadler 

Officials: Cllr Linda Clark; Cllr Jill Webster; Janelle Clark (Area Manager) 

Speakers: Dr Martin McCrone (Banchory Group Practice) 

Apologies: Cllr Karen Clark; Corinne Ogilvie 

Members of the Public: Forbes Burn; Wendy Sadler;  

1. Welcome and Apologies 

Mary Lennox opened the meeting and introduced two newly elected members of the 

community council, John Owen (previously a co-opted member) and Eileen Durno. 

 

2. Police Report 

The police were provided with details of the meeting but were unable to attend.   

 

Post meeting note: A police report was subsequently received and no incidents of significance 

have been reported since the previous police report of 13 April 2015. 

 

3. Approval of Last Meeting’s Minutes and Matters Arising 

With no amendments requested, the minutes of 13 April 2015 were proposed by Jerry Cobb 

and seconded by Aileen Black. 

 

With no matters arising the meeting moved to the next item on the agenda. 

 

4. Councillors’ Reports 

Cllr Jill Webster informed the meeting of the recent Marr Area Planning Committee 

decisions which affect the Banchory area: 

 

i. Planning in principle for Phase 1 of the latest Hill of Banchory development 

Cllr Webster reported that there was much debate around this application for although 

fundamentally ok there were a few points where the councillors sought improvement / 

amendment.  Firstly the standard of building design needed to be ‘beefed up’ as it currently 

adheres only to the minimum standard required whereas the councillors would wish to see 

it nearer the top end.  Secondly there appeared to remain some uncertainty as to the 

provision of a football pitch and so a resolution on this issue would be required before full 
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permission is granted.  Furthermore the landscaping at the Hill of Banchory is not up to 

standard and this too will need to be remedied. 

Further conditions set out by the councillors to the applicants are that the phasing needs to 

be clearer and the infrastructure, namely the proposed distributor road, should be sorted 

before more homes are built. 

 

ii. Braehead 

Cllr Webster confirmed this application for planning in principle had been unanimously 

rejected by the Marr Area Planning Committee and will now go to full council for 

consideration.  The rejection was in line with the recommendation from Aberdeenshire 

Council planners with note made: of the impact on tourism; outside of the settlement and 

nearby education facilities are already oversubscribed. 

 

Cllr Linda Clark remarked that some young people she had spoken with were concerned that 

their views were not being expressed regarding affordable housing in the area and a key 

aspect promoted by the developer is the provision of much needed affordable properties.  

Cllr Clark went on to explain that the Braehead developer has confirmed that rental prices 

for the non assisted living properties will be £850 per month for a two bed home and £1,100 

per month for a three bed home and therefore are not ‘affordable housing’.  Furthermore 

Banchory already has homes in this price bracket available for rent.  Cllr Webster stated that 

all new residential developments must ensure 25% of the new builds are affordable.  Given 

that the rental properties in the Braehead development will be at market value, their 

affordable housing provision is 25% and therefore no different to any other application. 

 

Cllr Webster explained that although the developer argued the Local Development Plan 

figures were out of date, the data used is in the LDP is valid.   

 

The councillors commented that there had been an unprecedented level of community 

response on this development with over 500 letters, the majority of which were objections. 

 

5. Guest Speaker:  Janelle Clark, Marr Area Manager 

Janelle Clark informed the meeting that a new Marr Community Plan was currently being 

compiled.  This topic was introduced at the first of the Marr Area forums and questions on 

the content of the Plan will be posed at the next round of forums due this month.  The 

Banchory Community Action Plan (BCAP) would also be an important contributor to the 

Marr Plan.  Following a point raised by John Owen, Janelle Clark explained that although the 

BCAP would not be completed in time to inform the next Marr Community Plan, updates are 

made yearly so results from the BCAP can be incorporated at the annual review.   

 

Janelle Clark reminded the Community Council that the Marr Area Committee have a budget 

to be accessed by Community Councils to ‘enhance and assist communities’.  An example 

given of where this could be used was the purchase of Christmas lights.  Jerry Cobb raised 

the possibility of this fund assisting with the purchase of a new notice board for the 

Banchory Community Council.  He explained that the type of notice board currently being 

considered is an electronic one similar to those used in estate agent windows.  The Royal 
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Bank of Scotland and Bank of Scotland communities departments have been contacted to 

ask if either bank would be willing to host the notice board.  Janelle Clark asked to be given 

details of the proposal, including size and other funding streams but remarked that it might 

be a possibility. 

 

ACTION: JERRY COBB TO PROVIDE DETAILS OF NOTICEBOARD PROPOSAL TO JANELLE 

CLARK 

 

Guest Speaker:  Dr Martin McCrone- Future Health Provision in Banchory 

Dr McCrone spoke to the meeting about the issues and proposals surrounding future health 

care provision and said he would welcome input from Banchory Community Council in the 

forthcoming consultation on how this is to be delivered. 

 

Dr Mc Crone explained that with an increasing patient list (13,000 and rising), an aging 

population and upwards of 60,000 consultations carried out in Banchory each year the 

current health provision, both in terms of facilities and approach, needed to addressed. 

With reference to facilities, Dr McCrone explained that 9 years ago the Health Board 

provided a temporary extension to the existing medical practice by way of portacabins.  A 

more permanent solution to the increasing demand on facilities stalled for financial reasons 

but Banchory is now second on the priority list for improvement / upgrade. 

 

Dr McCrone highlighted sites at Hill of Banchory, Silverbank football pitch (opposite 

Morrisons supermarket) and South of the River Dee as potential areas for relocation of 

practice services but was keen to point out that the Banchory GPs were not previously 

aware, nor had any interaction with, the Braehead developers’ inclusion of a site for a 

Health Centre in a recent planning application.  Dr McCrone went on the explain that 

redevelopment of the current site at Bellfield was not a favoured solution because any new 

development needs to have future expansion potential of 50%.  Furthermore the practice 

would need to relocate while the work was carried out and there are no obvious 

accommodation solutions given the level of regulations that would need to be in place.  

Currently a grandfather clause is in operation which allows the current practice at Bellfield 

to operate under previous accommodation regulations, but any move to other facilities 

would also mean a move to operate under the new, more stringent regulations, thus making 

the cost of alternative temporary accommodation prohibitive. 

 

Of the aforementioned sites, Dr McCrone stated that Silverbank is likely to be the most 

suitable as previous public consultations found that the majority of patients wish for the 

Health Centre to remain central. 

 

Dr McCrone described the move towards delivery of an integrated and holistic health service 

encompassing health, social care and third sector care providers, stating that this needs to 

be taken into account when assessing the future health needs of Banchory and the facilities 

required for delivery. 
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Banchory Group Practice is shortly to begin a consultation exercise to assess how and where 

to achieve this future vision for health provision, including upgrading the practice facilities.  

Dr McCrone is keen for Banchory Community Council to have input into this exercise.  Mary 

Lennox noted that it could form a key part of the Banchory Community Action Plan and the 

Community Council would wish to liaise with the GPs so as not to duplicate work or to work 

at cross purposes.  Nicola Kenyon commented that the Banchory Community Action Plan 

could add strength to any proposal. 

It was agreed to keep communication open and raise this at the next Banchory Community 

Action Plan meeting. 

 

ACTION: MARY LENNOX TO ADD TO AGENDA FOR NEXT BCAP MEETING. 

 

6. Correspondence 

Mary Lennox noted that following complaints from the residents of Dungeith Avenue on the 

amount of litter in the street, a litter bin has now been installed next to the Avenue’s 

recycling bins. 

 

7. Treasurer’s Report 

Treasurer reported a bank balance of £1,422.30.  Banchory Pipe Band received a donation of 

£100, with Jerry Cobb noting that a thank you letter had been received from them.  Costs of 

£7.65 in administration expenses have been suffered and a donation to the Scouts is 

pending once details of to whom the payment is to be made is confirmed.  Mary Lennox 

advised the Treasurer that she would forward on the payment details. 

 

The current bank balances for Youth 2000 accounts are £4,224.48 and £545.82.   

 

ACTION: MARY LENNOX TO ADVISE TREASURER OF SCOUTS PAYEE DETAILS 

 

8. Mid Hill Wind Farm 

Rebecca Glansbeek advised the meeting that Rob Sadler, Corinne Ogilvie and she are nearing 

completion of the guidelines and application form which would allow local groups and 

individuals to apply for grants from monies pledged for community use by the Mid Hill Wind 

Farm development.  Corrine Ogilvie is to confirm the correct map is being used and an 

example application form is to be completed by the aforementioned community council 

members in order to establish where any difficulties lie and if anything should be amended 

for ease of use. 

 

Rob Sadler raised the issue of where to advertise citing the Banchory Community Council 

notice board and possibly the Deeside Piper.  Both guidelines and applications will be posted 

on Face book and Rebecca Glansbeek is discussing the possibility of these documents being 

made available on the Marr Area Partnership website. 

 

The Banchory Community Council sub-committee for the Mid Hill Wind Farm grants is to 

include Rob Sadler, Corrine Ogilvie and Rebecca Glansbeek with Rebecca Glansbeek 
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confirming that Norma Makin and Jan Leatham have agreed to join the subcommittee as 

community representatives. 

 

The Banchory Community Councillors agreed to discuss the timescale for making the 

application form and guidelines public. 

Rebecca Glansbeek added that a joint application could be made if the community project / 

group could benefit two areas, such as Banchory and Feughdee West and provision would 

be made for this type of application. 

 

Nicola Kenyon asked if the amount of the grant had been confirmed.  Mary Lennox 

commented that there is some confusion over the final amount with Rebecca Glansbeek 

being advised of £5,700 and a value of £7,000 being mentioned to Mary Lennox with £1,800 

being released in the second tranche. 

 

ACTION: SUB COMMITTEE TO FINALISE APPLICATION FORM AND GUIDELINES 

 

9. Banchory Community Action Plan 

Mary Lennox reminded the meeting that the previous BCAP meeting was cancelled but is 

rescheduled for Tuesday 12 May 2015 at 7.30pm. 

 

10. Face book 

Jerry Cobb reported the Face book page is going well and more local groups / organisations 

are requesting we circulate their communications. 

 

11.  Youth 2000 Project 

Jerry Cobb reported that the shelters in the Bellfield Park, erected as part of the Youth 2000 

project, are now repaired and are to be painted in the coming week by individuals as part of 

their Community Payback order.   

 

12. Keith White Award 

Louise Cameron is to hold discussions later in May with a Banchory Lions Club representative 

and move this project forward. 

 

ACTION: LOUISE CAMERON – MEET WITH BANCHORY LIONS REPRESENTATIVE 

 

13. Notice board 

Jerry Cobb has contacted The Royal Bank of Scotland and The Bank of Scotland to ask if 

either bank would be willing to host a new electronic notice board for the community 

council.  Also see comments under item 5 above. 

 

14. Community Council Representatives 

a) Planning 

Nothing to report, all matters ongoing. 

 

b) Education 
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i. Community Safety 

Nicola Kenyon informed the meeting that the ‘Safe Drive’ programme at Alford for 

pre-drivers went well with 11 youngsters participating.   

The funding for this event is drawn from the Community Safety Group for South 

Marr who meet in Aboyne every 2-3 months.  Nicola Kenyon mentioned that there 

is no Banchory focussed representative participating in this group and it would be 

great if one could be found, someone with an interest in community safety.  Wendy 

Sadler said she had previously participated in the Safety Group.  Eileen Durno 

volunteered to attend the next Community Safety Group meeting on 11 June 2015. 

 

ii. Amendments to school catchment areas 

Nicola Kenyon informed the meeting that no date had yet been set and no 

significant issues had been raised other than road safety concerns. 

 

ACTION: EILEEN DURNO TO ATTEND COMMUNITY SAFETY GROUP MEETING  

 

c) B.D.I 

Jerry Cobb advised the meeting that the Pipe Band event on Sunday 24 May 2015 

has been upgraded to a tournament/championship.  

 

Arrangements for this year’s River Festival are going well with 50 stalls and an extra 

Farmers’ Market planned. 

 

Jerry Cobb and Rebecca Glansbeek reported that the Bonnie Banchory litter 

collection went well, despite a reduced number of volunteers at this year’s event. 

 

All other matters are ongoing. 

 

d) Town Centre improvement Group 

Aileen Black noted there was nothing to report but that a meeting of the group is to 

be held on Tuesday 12 May 2015. 

 

e) Heritage 

Nothing to report, all items ongoing. 

 

f) Banchory Sports Village (BSV) 

Rebecca Glansbeek notified the meeting that of the £700,000 target required to be 

raised by the public by September 2015, £484,000 had been achieved.  Fund raising events 

are continuing and include a Race Night (16 May); Golf Tournament (23 May); events at the 

River Festival (13-14 June); a sponsored hill walk (12 July); 10 places in the ‘Fare Challenge’ 

with 10% of the proceeds going to BSV; a dinner and quiz night at Inchmarlo (11 June) and 

donation requests (possibly in the form of a chain email or text).  More details can be found 

at www.banchorysportsvillage.co.uk 

 

http://www.banchorysportsvillage.co.uk/
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Once BSV has secured public liability insurance, a Tesco bag pack is also planned.  

Rebecca Glansbeek raised the possibility of using the Banchory Community Council 

public liability insurance to cover the event and intended to contact the insurance 

company to discuss the matter.  However Janelle Clark was unsure it would be 

possible given the insurance cover is for Banchory Community Members only.  

Rebecca Glansbeek is to contact the insurance provider in any event to obtain a 

quote for BSV. 

 

g) Creative Place Award 

Jerry Cobb explained that Banchory was a finalist in the ‘Creative Place Awards’, 

competing against Fort William and Stornoway with the winner to be announced at 

a ceremony in Falkirk on 6 June.  

Jerry Cobb and Rebecca Glansbeek organised for a letter of support from the 

Banchory Community Council for this bid to be provided.  Support has also been lent 

by a number of local organisations and individuals including the percussionist Evelyn 

Glennie. 

 

h) Health 

On the forthcoming integration of the Health and Social Care boards, John Owen 

directed the group to the NHS Grampian website for updates and said he would 

keep the Community Council informed of any developments. 

 

www.nhsgrampian.co.uk/nhsgrampian/gra_display.jsp;jsessionid=0067DEBEDB4895

9E24605E1E0E3B79C7?pContentID=9149&p_applic=CCC&p_service=Content.show& 

 

i) Other 

It was noted that the Banchory Men’s Shed is looking for more members.  Jerry 

Cobb advised that a poster advertising this had been posted on the Banchory 

Community Council Face book page. 

 

The topic of the proposed bike trails around the woods at Inchmarlo was raised.  

Nicola Kenyon confirmed that the intention is to continue with the proposal but that 

the group behind it had not met for some time and there had been a change in 

personnel.  However they had met 2-3 times over the last few months; a site had 

been identified; planning permission in principle had been sent to the Forestry 

Commission and Banchory Community Council could make comment when the 

planning application was made to Aberdeenshire Council. 

 

15.  A.O.C.B 

None 

 

16.  Date / time of Next Meeting 

Monday 8 June 2015 at 7.30 pm in the Banchory Academy Library.   

 

http://www.nhsgrampian.co.uk/nhsgrampian/gra_display.jsp;jsessionid=0067DEBEDB48959E24605E1E0E3B79C7?pContentID=9149&p_applic=CCC&p_service=Content.show&
http://www.nhsgrampian.co.uk/nhsgrampian/gra_display.jsp;jsessionid=0067DEBEDB48959E24605E1E0E3B79C7?pContentID=9149&p_applic=CCC&p_service=Content.show&
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Further information about many of the projects and events discussed above can be found 

online at: 

www.visitbanchory.com 

www.facebook.com/pages/Banchory-Community-Council/606634609388296 

 

http://www.visitbanchory.com/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Banchory-Community-Council/606634609388296

