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Background to “Making it Real” – Banchory in the 21st Century
Banchory & District Population

	Population Statistics/Forecasts


	
	2001
	2006
	2011
	2016

	Banchory
	6036
	6593
	7111
	7200

	Banchory & Mid-Deeside Ward
	8788
	9402
	9969
	10052


· The above takes no account of the draft Structure Plan discussed below.
· Some 40% of the residents aged between 16 and 74 work in Aberdeen
	              Banchory Age Groups 2001


	0 - 4
	5 - 9
	10 - 14
	15 - 17
	18 - 24
	25 - 59
	60+

	4.67%
	6.28%
	8.07%
	5.12%
	6.28%
	47.51%
	22.07%

	282
	379
	487
	309
	379
	2996
	1332


(New ward statistics not available)
	   Banchory School Rolls 2006


	School
	Actual roll
	Capacity

	Banchory Primary
	443
	615

	HoB Primary
	219
	335

	Banchory Academy
	964
	780

	Total school population
	1626
	


Aberdeen and Aberdeenshire Draft Structure Plan

The draft Structure Plan is now out for consultation and its main conclusions are:
	Population and Housing Targets


	· To increase the population of the city region from 440,000 by 9% to 480,000 by 2030.

	· To increase the population of people who are of working age (16-65) by 15% by 2030.

	· To build at least 2,500 new homes each year by 2014 through the development plan (currently 2200 pa).

	· To build at least 3,000 new homes each year by 2020.

	· A longer-term ambition would be to see the population rise to 500,000.


	Strategic Growth Areas
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	· Three strategic growth areas (SGAs) which will be the main focus for development in the area up to 2030 - Aberdeen City, Huntly to Laurencekirk, Aberdeen to Peterhead. 
· Together they can be expected to account for around 75% to 80% of the growth over the next 20 years or more.

· At least 75% of all homes built and employment land developed to be in the SGAs by 2030.
· At least 50% of all homes built to be in  Aberdeen City by 2030.
· For all strategic developments meeting the needs of the city region to be based in SGAs


	Local Growth and Diversification Areas
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	· Levels of growth in individual settlements should relate to local needs

· Need to focus on providing smaller homes to buy or rent, and a significant amount of affordable housing. 

· Focusing new housing in, or as an extension to, existing settlements, particularly those which are well served by public transport. 

· There is a need for diversification and growth in the economy in this area to meet local needs, with tourist-related developments having a role to play.




	Regeneration priority areas
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	· Regeneration is a vital part of the strategy of this plan. 

· Inequality exists in some parts of the area, so a range of actions are needed to help these areas meet their full potential.

· These actions will involve forming partnerships across the public, private and voluntary sectors, and will focus on achieving clear results.

· These areas include some of the coastal communities and the largest towns in Aberdeenshire (Fraserburgh and Peterhead), as well as parts of Aberdeen (including the community regeneration areas).


Potential Impact of Structure Plan on Banchory
	· Some 25% of the target growth (i.e. some 10,000 increased population) is targeted for the green area shown in the above plan that includes Banchory.

	· The Banchory community can work towards obtaining a good proportion of this growth or work against it.

	· The 75% of growth targeted for the SGAs (i.e. some 30,000 population) will impact Banchory and its infrastructure by the additional population’s use of Deeside for leisure and recreation.

	· The Western Peripheral Highway will bring north/south bound traffic further towards Banchory and might have an impact on travel patterns.

	· The focus on SGA’s and Regeneration Areas could make it difficult for Banchory to obtain attention. 


Banchory Local Plan

The Banchory Local Plan is due to be updated in 2009 once the Structure Plan has been approved by Aberdeenshire Council. The current Banchory Local Plan was adopted by Aberdeenshire Council in October 2006 and is summarised below.
	Banchory’s Role
	· The main service and employment centre for the east part of Marr and a popular commuter town.



	Banchory’s Main Planning Issues 


	· High demand for new housing.
· Protection and enhancement of the role and attractiveness of the central area.

· Limited opportunities for expansion due to physical and natural features.

· Lack of effective land for new employment opportunities.

· Protection and enhancement of the town’s landscape setting.

· Overcrowding at Banchory Academy.

	Banchory’s Main Local Plan Proposals 


	· Six development sites identified suitable for 324 houses.

· Two future housing land sites indicated suitable for 200 houses.

· Two sites identified suitable for “appropriate employment use”.

· Four project areas identified:

· new school (HoB Primary) and community facilities.

· landscaping

· park and ride

· route of spine road 

· Other land use allocations:

· Protected areas.

· A proposed Conservation Area.

· A defined town centre.

· Countryside designations.

· A development opportunity at Glen O’ Dee Hospital.




The 
