Making it Real – Banchory in the 21st Century

Questions for Consideration
The questions below are set out in order to provoke thought and debate and are not intended to be all-inclusive. If groups think that there are different questions that need to be discussed within the themes then they should pursue those questions.

Jobs and the Economy – working together to improve the economy of Aberdeenshire and the employment prospects of the people.
What do you think are the defining characteristics of the town?

Should Banchory be trying to attract new businesses/industry and, if so, what sort of businesses/industry should they be?

Is the High Street/Dee Street/Bridge Street shopping area large enough to satisfy future Banchory shopping requirements? 
What, if any, additional shopping does Banchory need in the town?

How could the traditional jobs in tourism and agriculture be supported?

Lifelong Learning – working and learning together to develop opportunities and build stronger communities.
How would you develop schools, education and skills training in the area?

What additional sporting and social facilities are needed in the town?

Should the Town Hall be redeveloped and, if so, do you have comments to make on the Town Hall Working Group proposals?

If a new Academy is built, where should it be located?

What should be the priorities for Community Learning?

Should there be more arts activities in the town?

How could the culture and heritage of Banchory and the area be supported?
Sustainable Environment – working together to achieve sustainability by reducing use, protecting our environment, combating climate change and conserving and enhancing biodiversity.
Traffic into Deeside could increase by circa 10% by 2030. How could the traffic be better managed?
Is there a need for more town centre parking in Banchory or should local bus services be arranged to minimise the need for this?

What is your view of the Council’s proposal for a Park and Ride on the eastern edge of town?

How could the town centre parks and streets be enhanced?
Should walking and cycle routes be developed within and around the town?
How can the present waste management system be improved?

Are there any areas within the town that could be developed as nature areas or community parks?
Community Wellbeing – working together to enhance the quality of every day life by improving health and social care, housing and community safety.
If Banchory grows from its present 7000 to  8,000 plus, what additional town/community facilities would be needed?

What mix of new houses, if any, will be needed?

Where should new housing be developed?

What further health facilities does the town need?

What do you think are the major issues for the police in the area?

Do you have any concerns about the fire and ambulance services?

Developing our Partnership – working together to make our partnership as efficient and effective as possible.
Does Banchory need a better sense of identity and, if so, what might be done in this regard?

Is there a need for a more co-ordinated town forum that could include the community council, voluntary groups and local businesses? 
How could communication with Aberdeenshire Council and other agencies be improved?
Do you regard Banchory as a rural part of Deeside or a dormitory town for Aberdeen?

What additional resources do voluntary groups require so that they can support local people?

