Analysis of Phase 1 Comments

(To be reviewed for validity, action parties and priorities by the community)

In order to provide a structure for future discussion, the BCC/BDI MIR team has grouped and analysed Phase 1 comments by subject and then listed them under Aberdeenshire Council’s community planning themes (Community Wellbeing, Jobs & the Economy, Lifelong Learning, Sustainable Environment, Developing our Partnerships) by the number of comments made on each subject by members of the community. It has listed below only subjects with circa 15 or more comments but this does not mean that subjects with a lower number of comments are not important and these subjects will also need to be examined by the community.
Theme 1: Community Wellbeing

Housing (158 comments)
Disappointment was expressed concerning the layout and design of new housing development at Hill of Banchory and the fact that few, if any, facilities such as shops, play parks, post boxes, cash machines etc have been provided to service the new estates. There is a public desire to ensure that such facilities are put in place before any further housing development takes place in north Banchory. Any future development should be sympathetic to the environment and preserve green spaces. 
A very strong opinion emerged that there should not be any major housing development south of the River Dee as it would impact Banchory’s visual environment and change the nature of Banchory and its relationship to Scolty Woodland Park and Scolty Hill. Any development that does take place must take account of the impact on Banchory & district’s visual and physical environment. 
A considerable requirement for affordable housing was noted so that young adults could remain in Banchory and the workers in tourist and other local businesses could live locally. 
KGV Community Project (92 comments)
There was overwhelming 97%  support in posted comments for the KGV pavilion concept at the proposed location. There was concern expressed at how the development might affect the Banchory Show and where the bonfire and fireworks could go as the proposed site was on the existing bonfire location. 
Town Centre Enhancement (76 comments)
There is a strong opinion that the High Street is a major town asset and the town's central focus and that it needed to be supported and enhanced. There is a wish to improve Bellfield car park by removing existing central buildings or by redevelopment in line with Prince's Foundation suggestions. Views were expressed that the recreation grounds could be redeveloped.

There is a general view that the town needed substantially to enhance its flower displays. 
Cycling/Walking (55 comments)
The large number of comments on this subject reflects the interest in these activities. Several concrete suggestions were made that can be investigated for potential/practicability. 
Town Hall (36 comments)
There was unanimous comment that the Town Hall needed to be upgraded to make it attractive to the community. 
Swimming Pool (31 comments)
Total support was expressed for a new swimming pool as part of the Leisure Centre. 
Coat of Arms (26 comments)
There was a 50/50 split on support for a Banchory coat of arms - some people being passionately in support of, some passionately against, the concept. 
Public Toilets (22 comments)
A strong view emerged that the hours of opening of the Bellfield car park public toilets required extending, especially on Fridays and weekends, and the opinion was expressed that they needed improvement both for locals and visitors. 

HoB Leisure Centre (20 comments)
The HoB Leisure Centre concept was unanimously welcomed by those who commented with a plea that it be made available quickly. 
Health Centre (17 comments)
The large majority of comments wished to retain an improved Health Centre in the centre of town and not to affect many people’s travel abilities by moving it from the centre. 
Community Safety (23 comments)
Concern was expressed at the actions of some young people (vandalism and drunkenness) and the lack of a continuous police presence to provide effective control. It was recognised that the Fire Service needed more volunteers.
Theme 2: Jobs & the Economy

Business Growth (58 comments)
There is a general view that small business creation in Banchory should be encouraged and that commuting should not be the only answer to employment in the town. The Banchory Business Centre is seen as a successful way to generate new businesses in Banchory but it is realised that land for business growth had to be made available. 

Tourism (48 comments)
It was acknowledged that tourism is important to the town's economy but it was noted that there is no coach parking facility near the town centre which inhibited stop-offs. (CHECK REQUIRED) 

There was seen to be a shortage of labour and hotel accommodation for the tourist trade. 

The tourist office was seen to be in the wrong location and not open during the winter months. 
Formation of a local and Deeside tourist organisation was seen as important to develop this aspect of the economy. 

Theme 3: Sustainable Environment
Proposed Location of a Tesco Supermarket (107 comments)
While there was 87% support for the store in comments concerning the proposed Tesco supermarket, some 50% of those who supported it stated that the proposed location for the planned Tesco supermarket at the corner of the A93 and the Banchory East Road was not acceptable. The comments indicated strong concern over Banchory’s identity if the first thing seen at the eastern town boundary was the Tesco store, the obtrusiveness of store signage, impact on main road traffic, light pollution, inappropriateness of store location in proximity to proposed ecological developments. The general view of objectors was that the store should be located towards the Business Centre. 

Proposed Park & Ride (82 comments)
68% of comment was against the Council’s Park & Ride proposal. Views expressed were that a Park & Ride could not be economic, would not be able to serve job locations and would be as large a failure as Kingswells. The proposed location at the east end of town was considered an eyesore in the making. The Ellon example used by Council was not considered viable as Ellon had three roads entering the town with one out to Aberdeen while Banchory essentially had two roads entering the town (from the south and west) and three going to Aberdeen. 
Green Spaces (48 comments)
There is a strong desire to protect green spaces in and around the town so as to retain belts of green space through housing developments and protect both Banchory's identity and its attraction as a place to live and visit. Some opposition emerged to proposed housing development in the Loch of Leys. 
An environmental data base was proposed to enable the impact of further growth to be examined. 

Bellfield/KGV Parks (37 comments)
A very strong desire to retain the Bellfield/KGV green spaces was evidenced. They are seen as a major aspect of the town's identity and its attraction as a place to live and a place to visit. 
There was a significant majority in favour of improving Bellfield Park facilities (trees, flowers, seating, paths, children's play equipment, picnic areas). 

High Street Traffic (32 comments)
Removal of taxi parking on the High Street was noted as releasing shopping parking spaces. There was a plea for disabled parking on the High Street. Making the High Street a pedestrian precinct was a popular concept. There was a continuing wish by some for a safe crossing at the west end of High Street. 

Relief Road (32 comments)
84% of comments said that a relief road would be needed at some stage in the future with the view expressed that it should be planned for now so that land was available when the time came. 

Buses (30 comments)
The main issues raised concerning buses were that fares were too expensive, a service to Westhill and airport should be trialled, it took too long to get into Aberdeen and an express service was needed. 

Parking (25 comments)
The concern was expressed that the Tesco car park will void people coming into town to shop. It was suggested that a shuttle bus High Street/Tesco would be needed to attract people into town.

There was a strong majority opinion that town centre parking needed improvement through design, provision and time management. 

Theme 4: Lifelong Learning
Banchory Academy (101 comments)
74% of those who commented on the Academy’s location considered that it should be retained in the centre of town and not on its periphery as the latter location would make travel more difficult, create less walking/cycling and more carbon emissions and would remove a vibrant part of the community from the town. It was suggested by several that facilities such as the primary school and Scolty Centre could be moved elsewhere to make room for Academy expansion/rebuilding. A substantial number of comments (24) wanted urgent improvement of school facilities. 
Theme 5: Developing Partnerships

Town Forum (14 comments)
The idea of a Town Forum as an adjunct of the Community Council to discuss town issues was supported by all who commented. 
