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A Town Hall Fit for the 21st Century?
In 2001 – 2002 a “Planning for Real” exercise was organised by Banchory Community Council that gave people from Banchory and the surrounding area the opportunity to identify improvements to the town that they would like to see put in place. One of the outcomes of that exercise was the view that the Banchory Town Hall was a significant but underused town asset that had the potential to provide substantially greater value to the community than it does at present. Another outcome of Planning for Real was that Banchory & District Initiative Limited (BDI) was formed to put many of the ideas that emerged from that exercise into practice. 

A project to upgrade the Town Hall was kicked off in 2004 but stalled after hitting some problems. However, BDI has kept the issue alive in its Business Plan and has now completed a study of current and possible uses for the hall. This study has been distributed to community groups, the Council and local councillors and will be presented and discussed to all who are interested at a public meeting to be held at 7.45 p.m. on Monday 22 October in the Lesser Hall of the Town Hall. 

The study makes proposals on upgrading the existing facilities and making more use of the facilities (e.g. cinema, shows, theatre, dances, functions, indoor market) and discusses a possible extension of the hall over the adjoining car park. It addresses costs and funding issues, ownership by the community and a possible way forward.

Tony Brown, who performed the study, said, “The Town Hall has several features that could make it the centre of the town’s community activities and it is ideally located on the High Street. However, it’s obvious that it needs a considerable amount of work to make it fit for the 21st century. We have identified how the hall can be improved and how its use can be increased but BDI can’t answer the question of what improvements and additional use the community would like to see; this can only be answered by the community, itself. Nor have we been able to cost all the issues and resolve the economics of the various opportunities; these can only be decided after further detailed study. BDI wants to find out whether there is the public interest and the necessary energy to improve the hall and increase its use. We believe, ourselves, that unless there is an interest and commitment to take things forward, the Town Hall will continue to be a rather run down, underutilised building that, one can imagine, could come under threat in future in its availability for public use.”

Sue Edwards, chair of BDI, said, “The Town Hall study is one of many elements of BDI’s current Business Plan driven by the outcomes of the Planning for Real exercise. In early 2008, together with the Community Council, BDI is planning a public discussion on what has been achieved to date and what needs to be done in the future to make Banchory an attractive and vibrant place to live and work in the 21st century. We believe that the Town Hall possibilities could provide the people of Banchory with an opportunity to kick-start the improvements to the town’s facilities that will serve us well for the future and we are looking forward to a lively public meeting on 22nd October.”

Electronic copies of the study can be obtained by contacting Tony Brown (‘Phone: 01330 822 510, e-mail: tony.brown3@btinternet.com).
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