Press release

Scolty Trails Enhancement Project

Funding approved for Scolty Hill path repairs

After three years of effort, Banchory & District Initiative Limited (BDI) and Banchory Paths Association (BPA) have succeeded in raising the funds to repair the badly damaged paths leading to the Scolty Hill summit. Tenders have been called for the work and a contract should be awarded in early February 2009. Because funding is spread over two years, the most serious damage will be repaired in the financial year 2009/10 with all work being completed by end-2010.

Tony Brown, Chair of the Scolty Trails Enhancement Project (STEP), commented, “Scolty is a delightful hill with magnificent views but serious damage is being caused by the constantly increasing numbers of visitors to the hill – some 60,000 cars use the Scolty car park every year. Since a public meeting in early 2006, a small group of us has worked hard to define the work needed to be done on the hill paths and raise the money for that work. Mr Middleton, the landowner, has been most supportive of the project. Although more fund raising is still taking place, major grants have now been secured both from Rural Aberdeenshire Local Action Group for LEADER funding and from Scottish Natural Heritage and with additional important funding from Aberdeenshire Council, Scottish Forestry Commission, BDI and BPA in place, we are able to proceed with repair work before too much further damage is caused and paths become dangerous. We believe that our efforts will maintain access to the hill for locals and tourists alike for many years to come. Naturally, we will try to minimise disruption to walkers over the next couple of years but trust that they will be supportive of our efforts on their behalf.”
Grants received:

Leader Fund £63,000

Scottish Natural Heritage £50,000

Aberdeenshire Council £15,000

Scottish Forestry Commission (in kind) £5,200

BDI £1,500

BPA £500

Technical Details

Work will be performed on four paths leading to the summit, with two paths requiring a large amount of drainage work and major rebuilding either with aggregate path construction (slopes less than 140 gradient) or with stone pitching. The other two paths require drainage work to keep water from path surfaces.
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