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Overwhelming support for Banchory bags Campaign      (BbC)





Campaigners trying to reduce plastic bag usage in Banchory say they are delighted with the results of their shoppers’ survey carried out over the last couple of weeks.





Volunteers behind the Banchory bags Campaign ( BbC), organised under the umbrella  of Banchory & District Initiative, have been out and about on the streets canvassing opinion on whether local people want to say ‘No thanks’ to plastic. Of over 500 people interviewed, some 90% were highly positive in backing the move to a plastic bag free town. As part of the campaign, Banchory Primary School carried out a survey of young parents and of the 149 families who responded, again, some 90% said they would be happy to buy the cotton bags that the school will shortly be producing. 





There are still hearts and minds to be won over, though, as some 15% of those surveyed had no reusable bags in the household!.





Christina Brown, BbC Convenor said:  “The momentum is clearly growing with the campaign. Last week I was contacted by Rebecca Hosking who started off the first plastic bag campaign in Modbury. She got in touch to wish us luck and we have been invited to join a National Online Forum of all the groups who have become Plastic Bag Free or are working towards that goal.”





Campaigners are also getting support from local politicians including West Aberdeenshire and Kincardine MSP Mike Rumbles, local MP Sir Robert Smith and Schools Minister Maureen Watt who have all written to offer their backing.  Commenting on the interest generated by the campaign, Councillor  Karen Clark says : “ There has been a lot of media attention focused on Banchory in the last week or two and it is really putting the town on the map. 


 


“Over the next two weeks we shall be speaking to the traders to find out what their views are and how they feel about the project.  We would also like to hear from any local business that would like to contribute to funding for the Banchory bags Campaign”.





If anyone is interested in actively helping the campaign or wish a member of BbC to come and talk to them about the issue, they can contact Christina Brown on 01330 822510 or though the BbC blog at : http://banchoryagainstplastic.wordpress.com





NOTE TO EDITORS 


Last week 362 people were interviewed for the survey of which 107 were men. Only 9 were against reducing plastic bags.  98% of shoppers were in favour. 1 in 6 had no reusable bags but those that had reusable bags had approx 4-5 at home or in their cars. 116 said that they ALWAYS use their reusable bags.





More details and information on the campaign and the survey can be obtained from Christina Brown on 01330 822510.                   WORD COUNT = 472


