SUCCESS FOR BANCHORY 

Banchory shoppers are to be congratulated!  The results of a Follow-Up Survey conducted by the Banchory bags Campaign demonstrate the commitment and effort that Banchory people have put into the initiative to reduce the number of plastic bags given away in the town.  
However, in order to keep the awareness levels in the community high, the BbC team is planning a ‘Follow-Up’ Campaign on November 8.  On that morning, volunteers will be giving away over 600 ‘Cleaner, Greener, Banchory’ bags in Somerfield and some of the High Street stores.  The Aberdeenshire Council’s Waste Aware Bus will also be a feature of  the event at Somerfield.
The survey, conducted by the BbC volunteers during October 2008, showed that the number of plastic bags being handed out by the town’s traders had been reduced by an  astonishing 80-100%  on the previous 60,000 – 65,000 being used per week.  Major stores, such as Somerfield, the Co-op and WH Smith, have made dramatic reductions while many smaller traders have also significantly reduced the number of bags given away.  Other stores have started charging for single-use plastic bags and some, such as the Ashvale Take-Away and the Raemoir Garden Centre, have plans to produce their own reusable bags.
Christina Brown, co-ordinator of the campaign, said, “This is a marvellous result which goes beyond the expectations of the campaign team.  It gives me a thrill to walk down the High Street or to go into stores such as Somerfield and see how many shoppers had adopted the habit of bringing their own bags with them.  I’m particularly delighted to see how many men were now carrying reusable bags.”
Cllr. Karen Clark commented, “The Banchory bags Campaign has galvanised local people and traders into action.  The campaign has caught the imagination of the community and truly engaged people of all ages from volunteers from the Third Stage group to young people.  Banchory Primary School students have been inspired into making their own re-usable bags and won a Nationwide Environmental award for their involvement in the project and children from all the local primary schools  participated in a very lively Poster Exhibition which was held in Woodend Barn.  Local companies and organisations and Aberdeenshire Council have very generously sponsored ‘Cleaner, Greener, Banchory’ bags which has been of great benefit to the campaign.”
Cllr Clark said, “The campaign is producing results and is still ongoing. It instils pride in the community and in our environment which will have lasting effects.” 
Organisers of the campaign say that they have been contacted by other towns and villages from all over Scotland who have heard of the Banchory bags Campaign and who are inspired to do something to help their own environment.

