Making it Real – Banchory in the 21st Century

During 2001/02 Banchory Community Council (BCC) organised a Planning for Real consultation in Banchory that gave people the opportunity to make suggestions on how to improve the town. Following that series of public consultations BCC presented a community action plan to Aberdeenshire Council and Banchory & District Initiative Limited (BDI) was formed to carry out some of the actions. 
The action plan was for five years and now needs to be reviewed. BCC/BDI are combining to conduct the public consultation and to expand the discussions so as to include strategic issues for Banchory as well as more immediate improvements considered desirable. Inputs to the discussions will be the new draft Aberdeen/Aberdeenshire Structure Plan, the current Banchory Local Plan (essentially land allocation and infrastructure) and Marr Local Community Plan (key actions & projects) , various planned Banchory community projects and, if available, the outcomes of the recent thinking  on future Banchory development by the Prince’s Foundation for the Built Environment.
The Banchory Planning for Real exercise was one of the first in Aberdeenshire and the process is now used widely as a tool to find out about local issues. Public opinions and suggestions can influence the machine of Government, although it may appear a slow process. However, if local people participate in the decision making Banchory has a much better chance of developing in the way that the community wishes. 
BCC/BDI have called the new consultation “Making it Real – Banchory in the 21st Century” as we believe that it offers a real opportunity to influence how we want our town to develop. BCC/BDI are inviting various groups in the town to a series of meetings that will examine town issues and obtain views on Banchory’s future. These will be followed by full-day opportunities later in the year for any member of the community to provide their views and the groups’ meeting outputs will be inputs to those public events.. A final report will be prepared and BCC/BDI are hoping to complete the whole process in 6 months, in time to feed into the next Banchory Local Plan and Marr Local Community Plan. Aberdeenshire Council is fully supporting this local initiative and Les Allan, the Council’s Marr Area Manager, said, “The Council cannot work in a vacuum and it is essential that we know the views of the local community so that we can examine with it how its objectives, needs and wishes might be realised. The Marr Community Plan contains aspirational actions flagged up by the people of Banchory. The Council and community planning partners where appropriate can support community effort to realise these ambitions.”
Keith White, Banchory Community Council Chairman, said, “  This exercise, which echoes the very successful one carried out five years ago, gives the people of Banchory the opportunity to influence the development of the community".
Sue Edwards, Chair of Banchory & District Initiative, said, “The Council is keen to hear our views and I encourage everyone to get involved.  This is a unique opportunity for us to shape the future development of the town".

Should there be any queries concerning the Making it Real exercise or should anyone be interested in helping, then please contact either Jean Henretty (tel. 01330 822 549) or Tony Brown (tel. 01330 822 510)
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