PRESS RELEASE From Banchory Community Council (BCC) and Banchory & District Initiative (BDI)

Making it Real – Banchory in the 21st Century – An Update 

Over 1500 comments were gathered at the recent consultations organised jointly by Banchory Community Council (BCC) and Banchory & District Initiative (BDI) to provide an opportunity for local residents to influence how the town should develop.
One of the main priorities for the people attending was not increasing housing growth in the town without first improving infrastructure, particularly for education and around new and existing housing developments. There are also a large number of concerns expressed about the location of the proposed Tesco store and about the need for a proposed Park & Ride on the eastern approach to the town.

The consultation involved a series of four focus groups followed by a public meeting at the end of November. Over 500 people attended these meetings and offered a variety of comments and suggestions on the future growth of Banchory. Presenters at the public meeting included Bancon, Tesco, Aberdeenshire Council and the Prince’s Foundation for the Built Environment. 
The Making it Real comments have been collated and are now available on the Community website (www.banchory.org) in the Making it Real section. The suggestions can be viewed either sorted under the Community Planning headings or as comments from each focus group. 

Although there was some difference of opinion about the potential for more houses, most people did agree that if new homes were built provision must be made for affordable housing for local people. One issue that all agreed with was the importance of maintaining the High Street and Parks. The traditional town centre was regarded as the main characteristic of the town and should be conserved. 

The Making it Real consultation will continue in February alongside the presentation of the Prince’s Foundation for the Built Environment’s research that was carried out during the summer.

BDI and BCC are now working on a draft report that will identify the community’s concerns which have emerged from the Making it Real consultations.  The report will be made available on the Community Website in mid February and discussed and issues and actions will be prioritised at the first meeting of the Banchory Town Forum, provisionally planned for March 2009.  

Sue Edwards, BDI  Chair, said, “We think that Making it Real  has provided the community with a real opportunity to make its voice heard and the upcoming report and its discussion in the Town Forum will consolidate the outcomes of the consultation for consideration and action by the Council, developers and community voluntary organizations such as the Community Council and BDI.”

Local Councillors’ Comments on Making it Real

Local Councillor Karen Clark said:' I would like to congratulate BCC and BDI for their efforts in leading this valuable exercise which gives elected representatives like myself a real insight into how local people want to see Banchory develop. There is no doubt we now have a wide range of opinions on which to base future considerations about the shape of the town and to set the priorities which are important to this community'.
Cllr. Linda Clark said" As Community Council chair, I saw this exercise in its infancy when "Planning for real" was started in the town. Banchory and District Initiative (BDI) worked with Community Council initially to further the process and now BDI/BCC have just presented the "Making it Real" stage to the community. Comments and suggestions have been collated and now are part of this public consultation. Congratulation must go to the volunteers on BDI/BCC without whom this excellent democratic process would not have gone ahead.

Councillor Jill Webster added, "The Making it Real project was a terrific exercise run by the Community for the Community which focused on live and real issues facing Banchory and District.  I am grateful to the organisers: all the sessions were excellent. I look forward to seeing the Action Plan which will identify the community's priorities for action. It was clear to me from the sessions I attended that we have a high degree of skills, knowledge and enthusiasm in our community and this will provide the opportunity for people to further get involved with shaping the future of Banchory and surrounding areas.

 

Aberdeenshire Council are at present working on the next Local Plan and developers have submitted a great many proposals to the Council for consideration for inclusion in the Plan. It is important that residents engage with this process too, to ensure they have their say about where they wish to see, or not see, development taking place. This is all part of the process of the community being involved in how they wish to see the town develop." (These proposals can be viewed on the Council’s own website http://www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/news/release.asp?newsID=995)

Anyone who missed the consultations can submit comments via the website email address info@banchory.org or by contacting the following:

Tony Brown (tony.brown3@btinternet.com) 01330 822 510
Sue Edwards (sue.edwards1@virgin.net) 01330 823 856
Jean Henretty (jhenretty@lineone.net) 01330 822 549
