Press Release - Banchory Community Council 15.05.09

Community Inputs to the Banchory Development Plan Debate

When it is finalised end-2010 or early 2011, the Aberdeenshire Local Development Plan will set out the planned uses for undeveloped land around Banchory – housing, business, recreation, green areas etc. The Plan will cover the period of 12 years from 2011 to 2023 and will be based on Aberdeenshire Council’s analysis of developers’ proposals having taken into account the views of local communities.
To commence the dialogue on the Local Development Plan, developers and Community Councils all over Aberdeenshire (excluding the Cairngorms National Park which will have its own development plan) were asked to submit their ideas to the Council. These proposals have now been reviewed by Council officers  and this has resulted in the Main Issues Report that sets out the Council’s proposed development strategy, policy options and preferences as well as comments on developers’ proposals and an explanation of its preferred development plans for all settlements and communities. The Main Issues Report was finalised on 18 May and can be viewed on the Council’s website.
Aberdeenshire Council is seeking community comments on the report and these must be submitted by 6 July. It will take these into account in finalising the Proposed Aberdeenshire Local Development Plan that it anticipates will be published in February 2010 for formal objection, subsequent to it progressing to a Public Local Inquiry later in the year. At that point there will be a formal opportunity for any unresolved objections to be debated after which an informed decision will be made by an independent Reporter appointed by the Scottish Government and the final Aberdeenshire Local Development Plan will be published.

Aberdeenshire Council is planning a public meeting in the Burnett Arms at 7.00 p.m. on 9 June to allow the Banchory and mid-Deeside communities to express their views on the Main Issue Report’s development policy proposals and on the Council’s preferred land use allocation, number of houses etc etc in relation to Banchory and elsewhere. Prior to this the Banchory Community Council (BCC) is organising a Town Forum discussion of the Main Issues Report on 3 June and intends to use the outputs from this meeting and from the 9 June public meeting to make a submission to the Council for its consideration.
Tony Brown, the Town Forum Coordinator on behalf of BCC, commented, “It is vitally important that the Banchory community makes its wishes on the future development of the town clear to Aberdeenshire Council so that they can be taken into account in the preparation of the  Banchory section of the Aberdeenshire Local Development Plan. The Town Forum concept was explained in an article in the Piper last year and I believe that the Forum is a valuable mechanism that provides the Community Council with a wider view of community thinking. Some 50 members of the Forum held a first meeting in April this year to discuss the outcomes of phase 1 of Banchory & District Initiative’s (BDI) and BCC’s Making it Real public consultation about the town’s future. The outputs of this discussion were sent to Aberdeenshire Council ahead of its issue of the Main Issues Report and were also placed on the Community Website. 
“Every Banchory resident is welcome to be a member of the Town Forum but, to date, pan-Banchory organisations have been invited to nominate representatives in order that they can be kept individually advised on matters of interest and are able to attend meetings fully informed as to the issues. We are examining ways of making the invited membership wider but, at present, the organisations that send representatives to the Town Forum are Banchory Churches, School Parents Councils, Lions, Rotary, Round Table, Banchory Business Association, Banchory Youth Forum, Woodend Arts Association, BDI and BCC. 
“Should other people wish to attend the next Town Forum meeting on 3 June they are asked to contact me by e-mail (tony.brown3@btinternet.com) or by telephone (01330 822 510).”
Keith White, Chair of Banchory Community Council, said, “The Banchory Town Forum concept is under trial and, although its first meeting concerning Making it Real outcomes was excellent, it will only work if Banchory community can see that the Forum, through the Community Council, can influence community outcomes. We are looking forward to the meeting on the Main Issues Report on 3 June and all outcomes will be posted on the Community Website.”
Jill Webster, Vice Chair of Aberdeenshire Council's Infrastructure Services committee and councillor for Banchory and Mid Deeside said, "All three councillors for Banchory and Mid Deeside attended the first Town Forum meeting and we welcome the Town Forum and Community Council's engagement with the community on this important issue. The Main Issues Report is a vital document which will shape development in the area, addressing not only allocation of land for development but also looking at policy changes. Major issues such as provision of much needed infrastructure up-front and improvements in the design of new developments are proposed. Both the Town Forum meeting and the Aberdeenshire Council public meeting are an opportunity for local people to have their say and influence this."  
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