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A Certificate of Merit has been awarded to Banchory by Beautiful Scotland. The certificate was presented to the Library on Monday and will be displayed close to the Green Butterfly award for the Banchory Bags Campaign.

The Bonnie Banchory committee were thrilled with the Report Sheet they received from the Beautiful Scotland Neighbourhood Awards Assessors.  It said:

'Although very much in its infancy, Bonnie Banchory has made an incredible start…. and the introduction and gift of granite street containers is a big plus. Planting is good.  Watering is done by the local Day Care Centre staff and attendees, who are proud of the support they are giving the town. There is huge community support, particularly from local businesses and youth groups. This enthusiastic committee will go far.'

Points were awarded for four categories – Organisation, Horticulture & Landscaping, Environmental Quality and Overall Impression.  The assessors overall score gave Bonnie Banchory 70%, a high mark for a first year’s effort, and advised that Banchory could do better with the introduction of hard or soft landscaping projects, floral displays, etc, and in the provision  and maintenance  and of street furniture.  They also felt that more steps could be taken to encourage biodiversity.  Bonnie Banchory hopes to address these issues in future years and was enormously encouraged by the assessors’ award of  80% of the marks available for the overall impression of effort made by the community in the improvement of their local environment.

Bonnie Banchory is part of Banchory & District Initiative’s (BDI) efforts to enhance the experience for shoppers and visitors in the High Street and this will be continued by improvements to the Christmas lights this year.

Sue Edwards, Vice-Chair of BDI and a member of the Bonnie Banchory committee praised the efforts of her committee members and the Friends of Bonnie Banchory in generating such an initiative from a standing start. She said, “All their hard work,  together with the generosity and support from local business has made a real difference to High Street this year. Next year Aberdeenshire Council, whose support we value greatly, has agreed to lower the basket height and, if funds are available, add more basket stands. High Street businesses responded marvellously this summer and many have now planted up their own baskets for the winter.  The schools have also made a big contribution to the Bonnie Banchory Project. Hill of Banchory Primary and the Academy have both put in a lot of effort to enhance their own grounds with floral displays while Banchory Primary focused on growing vegetables at their Woodend allotments.”
Further information about the Bonnie Banchory Project can be found on the Community Website at www.banchory.org.

