MEDIA OPPORTUNITY
Suggestions for Banchory’s future:  
Student project unveiled to the public.

Architecture students from Robert Gordon University will present the fruits of a final year project to Banchory residents this week in a public presentation at Banchory Town Hall.  
The project, which will be presented to the public in an open forum on Friday 2 July from 1 to 9pm, has seen the students from the Scott Sutherland School of Architecture and Built Environment devise a series of suggestions and plans for the re-development of Banchory Town Centre.  The student project is considered to be an aspirational and creative exercise to help local residents envisage how Banchory could be in 30 to 40 years time.     
The student project was chosen following an invitation from members of the Banchory and District Initiative (BDI) last year.  Working in partnership with various agencies including Aberdeenshire Council and local groups including Banchory Community Council (BCC), the Initiative aims to support the development of a sustainable, diverse, inclusive and vibrant community in Banchory and surrounding districts. 

The remit set to the students by the BDI and curriculum leaders at the University was to provide suggestions for the further development of Banchory Town centre in terms of its civic, leisure and entertainment activities, plus its education and transport facilities.  These areas of development were highlighted during the year-long ‘Making it Real’ public consultation which was carried out by the BDI starting in 2008.  
Led by academic staff from the University and visiting lecturer Michael Gilmour (the Director of a Banchory-based Architecture practice), the students were given freedom over the last eight months to explore a wide range of potential solutions to the project remit.  
The students have already been commended for their conceptual thinking by members of the BDI, local community council and business community in a series of private presentations made in recent months.  

The details of a number of the student proposals have already been made available to the public, including the reinstatement of the Royal Deeside, Aberdeen to Ballater railway line and the creation of a cycle path.  Following from this, a series of designs will be unveiled for the first time at Friday’s public presentation.         
A major suggestion made by the students includes a proposal to re-develop Scott Skinner Square to encourage pedestrian traffic and a range of activities throughout the day.  

The students have also proposed a school of music which would concentrate on nurturing the skills of young north east musicians with particular emphasis on local composers such as Scott Skinner whom the town square was named after.  This school would include both teaching facilities and a public performance auditorium.

A mixed use development is also suggested, offering affordable housing, flats, studios and retail located between Bridge Street and the Golf Course. 

A redevelopment of the Bellfield Park car park has also been designed, including a re-located museum, art gallery and tourist information centre placed adjacent to a new public space.  It is proposed that this development would allow larger shops to be located within the town centre countering the out of town supermarkets. 
A proposal for an art gallery/workshop/sculpture park has also been made, essentially creating a landmark building at the entrance to Banchory from the South that would be located adjacent to the bridge over the River Dee on ground presently occupied by a caravan park which would be re-located south of the river.

And finally, investigations have been made by the students into the impact of building a new multi-storey Academy located within the Bellfield Park close to the town centre, rather than a low rise development in a peripheral location.
With the student project now in its closing stages, the suggestions will be forwarded by the BDI to the BCC and Aberdeenshire Council as part of the ongoing campaign to further develop Banchory in a way that is centred on the needs and values of the local population.  The student designs will be compiled into a booklet by the BDI that will be made available to the public later in the summer.   
Rachel Hyett (24) from Blacktop Road near Cults, was one of the final year students involved in the Banchory project.  Her particular proposal is for a new sports centre located adjacent to the existing playing fields at Bellfield Park.  In devising the sport centre concept, Rachel took inspiration from Nelson Mandela’s belief in the power of sport to unite a community.  
“The project has been a fantastic opportunity and challenge for students such as myself, who have grown up near Banchory and other students from around the world, to work together to broaden our portfolios in such a beautiful landscape”, comments Rachel.  “It has benefitted both the community and ourselves - bringing fresh ideas to their proposals and encouraging us as the future generation.”

David McClean is the Head of the Scott Sutherland School of Architecture and Built Environment.  He comments: 
"The Banchory Town Centre project provided an excellent opportunity for the development of a strong and mutually beneficial collaboration between our final year architecture students and one of the communities in our locale. The students engaged fully with a complex range of determinants and constraints to produce a variety of innovative and challenging ideas based on an intimate understanding of the town, its environs, and the many factors to be considered in its future development. 

At the Scott Sutherland School we are particularly interested in the idea of collaborative learning, and the interactive process with community representatives throughout the project exemplified this kind of activity particularly well."
Students from Robert Gordon University and members of the Banchory and District Initiative will present plans and designs from the student project to the public on Friday 2 July at Banchory Town Hall from 1 to 9pm.  Members of the public are invited to come along between these hours where they can provide feedback and commentary on the student designs.  
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There will be an opportunity to interview and photograph students and members of the BDI at the start of the public presentation on Friday 2 July at 1pm at Banchory Town Hall.  
Members of the media should meet Iain Fletcher at the main entrance to the Town Hall.  
