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Energy Conservation Gets a Boost in Banchory
Banchory Energy Reduction Initiative (BERI) has been awarded a grant of £43,000 by the Scottish Government’s Climate Challenge Fund towards a year-long campaign to help the community reduce its use of energy.  BERI is a Banchory & District Initiative Limited (BDI)  project and will be run by a steering group of four local volunteers.

BERI steering group member Fran Getliff is delighted at the news,
“It is really exciting that we can now have a dedicated project to work with the community of Banchory over the next year to reduce energy demand and save money.  We aim to help every household in Banchory, and several community halls, to take small or large steps to reduce their fuel bills and cut carbon emissions.”
BERI will also raise awareness of micro-renewable opportunities and seek to reduce private car use.

The project will work with the local Energy Savings Trust officers to facilitate energy efficiency measures and will link with other community groups and initiatives in Banchory, such as the paths projects and eco schools programme.

“Our first steps will be to advertise for a part-time project manager and to seek a small, central office space, convenient for the public to visit,” says Fran.  “We will then be looking to train some local energy advisors to help with the household part of the project.  A ‘green streets’ campaign and a thermal imaging project are among the activities planned, so there will be plenty of opportunity for people to get interested and involved.”  
Tony Brown, a BDI director said, “BDI is delighted to assist groups such as BERI in their community projects and this is wonderful news for the group. The BERI project will undoubtedly contribute to our personal understanding of the world’s environmental challenges and to our knowledge of the small but sensible contributions that individuals can make in tackling these.”
News and more information on the BERI project is available on the community website, www.banchory.org.uk
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