St Ternan’s Heritage Fair - World Record Making Attempt  
The St Ternan’s Heritage Fair committee is asking for help with an event taking place on Sunday, 13th June 2010 in Bellfield Park, Banchory as part of the annual St Ternan’s Fair Weekend.              

Following on from the great success of last year’s World’s First Talking Doric Dictionary, this year there is going to be an attempt to set a World Record ! 
As St Ternan’s is a Heritage Fair, the  record will be for the number of people taking part in a Chain Dance.

The Chain Dance or Circle Dance as it is sometimes known was one of the earliest dances to become well-known throughout Medieval Europe and was especially popular here in Scotland. It is thought that our traditional way of performing Auld Lang Syne, with the joining of hands and progressing into the centre of the circle and back again, is a remnant of the Chain Dance.
There are several variations of the dance (some of which might be ancestors of our Scottish country dances) which are still known in eastern Europe, but the most famous form is the Faroese version, still performed on many of the Faroe Isles each year.

We are lucky enough to have the backing of Faroese Tourist officers, Aberdeen University’s Elphinstone Institute (who research, record and study  the traditions of the North East of Scotland) and the Cultural Services Department of Aberdeenshire Council.  Each of these organisations are giving advice and information to help with the record  attempt. Now all that is needed is to find people to become RECORD MAKERS, will you or your group join in?

The Dance only has one  figure to learn, two steps to the left and one to the right, then repeat – and repeat, if you want to see a demonstration of the Faroese performing their chain dance , go to  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Bts_v9mqv3g&feature=related
In Bonnie Banchory everyone will be performing the dance to suitable Scottish songs (the Elphinstone Institute is helping with this). If you can sing, dance, play an instrument or even just count to three - then come down to the Bellfield Park on the 13th and get your instructions from the Information Tent. The record setting will take place at 2.30pm and will take less than half an hour.  It is something that the whole family can do together, from toddler to great-grandparent. 
For details about St Ternan’s Fair please visit: http://www.banchory.org/visit_banchory/st_ternan_s_fair.html
or email: info@banchory.org
The Banchory Shop Window competition
This annual competition is a favourite with local children and visitors too. It is held in conjunction with St Ternan’s Fair.  We are delighted to have retained last year’s sponsors, Inchmarlo Retirement Community and the competition starts officially on the 3rd of June, entries have to be in by 19th June. The idea of the competition is to look at all the shops which have the Shop Window Competition poster in their window and see what object has been put on display that doesn’t belong. An example would be a wellington boot in the Chemist’s window or a loaf of bread in a bookshop.  Entry forms for the competition will be in Banchory Library or Banchory Museum, for further information contact info@banchory.org
