BDI – Bonnie Banchory Press Release

BANCHORY WINS SILVER

Bonnie Banchory was presented with a Silver Medal Award by Beautiful Scotland at the Award Ceremony held in Glenrothes on September 22, 2010.  Over 300 people were present at the Ceremony, representing 66 communities across Scotland.
Beautiful Scotland is a community environmental improvement campaign which rewards groups not just for their gardening abilities but also for environmental responsibility and, very importantly, for getting members of the community involved in what they do.

The Bonnie Banchory Team entered the 'Small Town' category on behalf of Banchory and in that group, 2 Bronze and 3 Silver medals were awarded.   Points were awarded in three categories: Horticultural Achievement; Environmental Responsibility; Community Participation.  

It was Banchory's first entry and the judges commented that “working under the umbrella of Banchory & District Initiative and in partnership with Banchory Energy Reduction Initiative, Bonnie Banchory had demonstrated purpose and drive and had achieved remarkable success in a short time”.

The judges said “Through consistent awareness-raising they have harnessed strong local support, which will enable them to progress their well-considered plans and lead them on to further success in the future.  Well done, Bonnie Banchory!  “

They recognised the support from local businesses, which provide and water their own baskets and from Raemoir Garden Centre for the provision and maintenance of tubs on the High Street. 
They praised the quality and range of plants in residential gardens, the involvement of the Scolty Centre group of adults who water hanging baskets and Bonnie Banchory’s partnership work with Aberdeenshire Council to have the lamp posts in the Town Centre repainted.  

Bonnie Banchory’s highest score was in the Community Participation Category, where the judges recognized the widespread community involvement in the project, including schools and youth groups. 
The judges were impressed by the contribution made by Woodend Allotments, the improvements to the Scolty paths and the involvement of students from The Robert Gordon University in consulting the community and planning for the future 

Les Allan, the Area Manager for Marr sent Bonnie Banchory his congratulations on the Award and Margaret Thom, Chair of Banchory Community Council, said,   " Banchory Community council is very pleased that Bonnie Banchory has won such a prestigious certIficate on their first attempt at entering the Keep Scotland Beautiful  Competition. This is due to the hard work of Christina Brown and her colleagues in the Bonnie Banchory Team”.
The Bonnie Banchory Team would like to thank all those businesses, groups and individuals who have played a part in achieving this accolade for Banchory.  Well done everyone. 
