BDI Project Report September 2010 
Adult Learning (Project Manager: Jean Henretty)

No further information.
Banchory bags Campaign [BbC] (Project Sponsor: Tony Brown; Project Manager: Christina Brown)
Met with Tesco's Corporate Affairs Manager for the Aberdeenshire Area re Tesco’s policies on single-use plastic bags.  It was agreed that everything that could be done to limit their use should be done when the new Tesco Store in Banchory opens in late November.

 

1. Single use plastic bags would always be kept out of sight. 

2. Check-out operators would leave it up to customers to ask for a bag.  [i.e. They would not ask if customers need a bag.] 

3. If a customer requests a single use bag, operators would ask if they would like to buy a reusable bag, with various types readily available on the counter. 

4. At the end of each counter there would be a display of various reusable bags. 

5. Customers would be allocated 'Green Clubcard points' for using their own bags. 

6. All the above would be a permanent part of the training programme. 

7. Banchory bags Campaign could be in the store talking with customers at the Opening - November 22 was mentioned. 

8. There would be a special promotion of reusable bags for several weeks after the Opening.  BbC would prefer longer lasting bags to be promoted, rather than the Bag For Life.  Similar promotions could be held from time to time. 

9. Tesco's support for the Banchory bags Campaign would be clearly displayed on the Community Notice Board. 

10. Support for the campaign would be indicated in the leaflet to be sent to Banchory residents. 
11. 'Remember Your Bags' signs would be placed at the end of each trolley park, rather than on the sides. 

12. A count of how many single use bags are saved would be made available to BbC if requested. 

13. The Community Officer would be available to come to meetings, if requested.  Some funding to go towards the BbC initiatives would be available on a regular basis. 

Banchory Calendars (Project Manager: Sue Edwards)
Calendars are now on sale (£5) in Taylors, Davidsons, W H Smiths, Keystore, The Business Centre and Atholl Countrywear. Thanks go to the advertisers for their support: Taylors of Banchory; Duncans of Banchory; The Milton Restaurant; Banchory Community Council; Senergy; Atholl Countrywear; The Falls of Feugh Restaurant and Tearoom; Continental Cream; Special FX; Phase NRG; Davidsons Chemists; Cook and Dine.
Banchory Energy Reduction Initiative (BERI) (Project Sponsor: Tony Brown; Project Manager: Fran Getliff)

BERI now has a team of locally based energy advisers fully trained with City and Guilds in Energy Awareness with additional training on renewable energy also.  We are working in close partnership with the Home Insulation Scheme which is targeting Banchory for a 6 week period until 15th October. Energy advice drop in sessions now run at the BDI office in the Town Hall on Mondays and Fridays from 10.30 - 12.30.  These have been busy with a range of enquiries from queries about the Home Insulation Scheme to, general advice, to renewable energy.  We have a regular stall at the Farmers market which always keeps 2 people fully occupied with queries.  We start home visits this coming week.   We gave a presentation to the Banchory Community Council on 13th September which resulted in a lively discussion. 
 
We had a successful film show at Woodend Barn on 4th September and have other events organised for 4th October  (Steve Furnival)  1st November (Professor Pete Smith, local member of the IPCC) and 6th December  (Genevieve Jones)   for more information see Banchory website and Woodend Barn website.
 
We have had recent discussions with Mark Haggar regarding the installation of bicycle racks and we hope to progress this soon.  We have not forgotten about the other areas in the BERI remit which we will address soon. 
Bellfield Park Enhancements (Project Manager: Jean Henretty)

Meeting with landscape services was positive however they may not have a landscape designer available until next year. Suggested that the community seek their own designer to speed up the process.

Biodiversity Audit (Project Sponsor: Tony Brown)

This has still to be progressed further.

Bonnie Banchory (Project Sponsor: Sue Edwards; Project Manager: Christina Brown)

Assessors from Scotland in Bloom visited Banchory on August 9th and were impressed by the efforts of local people, local businesses and community groups in the town to make the town look its best. Results of the assessment are expected in early October. 

Taylors of Banchory won the Inchmarlo Award for the Best Shop Front competition. The competition was set-up this year by Inchmarlo Continuing Care and Retirement Community and their Director and Manager, Susie Smith, presented Dick Taylor with a certificate, which is now proudly displayed in the front window of the shop, together with a Gardening Voucher.

Scolty Centre is holding a coffee morning on Friday, Oct 15 at 10am in aid of Bonnie Banchory.   A cheque for £450 will be presented to the Scolty Centre in recognition of the work they have put in to watering the plants.   The £450 has been made possible by a donation of £150 from the Community Council and £300 from the St Ternans Lodge of Freemasons Benevolent Fund.

Members of the public are invited to participate in the second Bonnie Banchory annual bulb planting session at various sites around Banchory between 2pm and 4pm on 31st October.  The Bonnie Banchory Project has 5000 daffodil bulbs to plant around Banchory.  More details will appear in the press and via email. 
Christmas Lights

Faulty lights returned to the manufacturers for a quote for repairs.

Communications  (SE/AL/TB): 

Notice boards have appeared in the town hall foyer but require further work before they can be used. The Council is following up on this. A winter newsletter is planned for early 2012.  Anyone wising to publish an article or take advertising space should contact Sue Edwards. (sue.edwards1@virgin.net).  .  
Community Stall (Project Sponsor: Sue Edwards; Project Manager: Paul Herrington)
The stall was used by SCILL (Supporting Children in Learning for Life) and CLIC Sargent in August; and the Deeside Community Transport Group and Banchory Calendars in September.
.A schedule of bookings is published on the Farmers Market page on the Community Website. (http://www.banchory.org/farmers_market.html ).)

Garden Sharing (Project Sponsor: Sue Edwards; Project Manager; Maddie Thurlow)

It is planned to raise the profile of this project in the next newsletter.
KGV Community Project (Project Sponsor: Jean Henretty)

KGVCP – the outline planning application for the playing field has been approved with some recommendations. The developer is now preparing a legal agreement and deeds for the land to be handed over to a community organisation. A meeting will now be arranged to progress the next phase of the development of the community facility. 

RGU Banchory Masterplan (Project Manager: Iain Fletcher)

Mike Gilmour and IF continue to work  on a commercial appraisal for the Bellfield Car Park and the ownership of the whole area is being researched. The RGU booklet has been delayed but should be available sometime in October. 

Scolty Trails Enhancement Project (Project Manager:Tony Brown)
The Forestry Commission has promised to erect signage before end-September. The path repair contractor will return in November to complete the project.

St Ternan’s Fair (Project Manager: Sue Edwards)

Planning underway for 2012.   Exploring the possibility of a Deeside Food tent with the Royal Deeside Destination Management Organisation (DMO).  SSPCA companion dog show confirmed.
Swimming Pool (Project Sponsor: Tony Brown)
There have been further recent discussions between Aberdeenshire Council, Bandswim and North Banchory Company as well as internal Council discussions concerning HOB Leisure Centre and swimming pool funding.

Tourism: (Project Sponsors: Sue Edwards/Anne Lamb) 
Advertisement for Banchory placed in 2012 Bedroom folders for Grampian/Aberdeenshire region. Continuing to work with DMO in promotion of local events.  Banchory Horticultural Flower Show and the Falls of Feugh made their way into Visit Scotland’s Autumn promotions. There are many up and coming events in Banchory and these will be promoted by the DMO. Beginning another round of contacting accommodation providers to encourage advertising on the Visit Banchory site. 
Town/Community Forum (Project Manager: Jean Henretty)

Next meeting is on the 27th September. Agenda item includes the Local Development Plan and Youth Voices, an opportunity for young people to join the forum.

Town Hall Redevelopment (Project Manager: Tony Brown)

Steve Welsh (Aberdeenshire Council) will progress the note concerning agreement in principle to public operatorship of the Town Hall with the Marr Area Committee.

Walking to Health/Banchory Pedallers (Project Sponsor: Tony Brown; Project Manager: Mark Hagger)
Walking to Health - Banchory
We have continued to operate two walking groups, on Thursday and Friday mornings at 10.00am from the East Church. Each group has about 8-10 regular walkers, with about 6-8 turning out on any one occasion. One of our leaders, Margaret Cordiner has offered a 'special' slightly longer walk once a month through the summer months, going a bit further afield. 
A group has been formed in Torphins with our support, and it has flourished over the summer, with 3 leaders trained and up to 22 walkers. I have now asked Paths to Health to register this as a separate group, but I will continue to give them support and assistance as required. 
The main constraint on our activity has been the shortage of trained leaders: there has been no training programme organised in the area for 2 years at least, and the Torphins leaders had to travel to Aviemore for training with the CNP scheme. We have one aspirant leader awaiting a suitable training, but we would like to increase the pool of leaders. There have been a couple of occasions over the summer when we have not been able to muster a volunteer leader.
The Health Walks continue to provide a valuable service, and the walkers are most appreciative of the scheme. We have been asked to organise some walks for the Grampian Over50s Walking Week, and we will offer 3 walks from Scolty car park on 4Oct of varying levels of challenge, with up to 20 persons in each group.
Banchory Pedallers
This cycling development scheme supported by Cycling Scotland has trained 4 Ride Leaders. However it has struggled to attract people interested in cycling. We continue to offer two groups each week, but the support has been poor. We may have 2 cyclists, or if the weather is poor, none. There have been a few occasions when 6 cyclists have turned out, and once we had such a group with an age range of 6 to 60+ years. We have identified a range of interesting routes to meet the requirements of novice cyclists, and there may be potential for mapping the routes, in order to publicise cycling opportunities for individuals. As the nights draw in, we have decided to transfer one of the groups from tuesday evening to sunday morning.

 
Websites (Project Manager: Sue Edwards)

Community: Ongoing posting of BCC minutes, photos, BDI press releases, Bonnie Banchory updates, local events. 

Visit Banchory: local events; special offers etc.  Several reciprocal links in place with DMO’s  website www.DiscoverRoyalDeeside.com. 
Site Hosting and support

Finally Fasthosts released the domains in mid August. The sites are now being hosted by Web Integrations of Stonehaven. This has resolved several technical issues, including lack of space and has enabled a significant backlog of updates and additional information to be posted.  A full audit of the sites is underway to check currency and correctness of information. Any organizations wishing to post information should email info@banchory.org. 
Youth Industries (Project Sponsor: Matt Merchant, Project Manager: Marion Bolland)

No update. 
