Feedback – please let us know what you think about the proposals.
	Bellfield Car Park-

· Needs a total revamp and made more attractive. Free parking, maximum 4 hours. 

· The current car park is an eyesore and a waste of what could be a beautiful space. Needs development but not sure if a light railway is the correct development. 

· Provided parking is free and high street charged. Taxis to be properly regulated. 

· Excellent use of nightclub site- whole area would be a welcoming entrance to the village. 

· If Bellfield car park was free, people would be more encouraged to stop. 

· Keep health centre in the village. Really like the idea of a new health centre in place of parkers and the development of the other side of the road (Bridge street). 

· Health centre on the Guide Lodge site??? Don’t see light railway working. 
· Should offer two health surgeries to offer competition- better hours to suit people e.g. 24 hr cover.

· Health centre- brilliant location, keep all of the facilities in the town centre area. 

· Don’t go too far, a lot of proposals are too “out there” this means they won’t happen. 

· No, fine the way it is. 

· Clever but much too dominant. Novel idea for relocating the health centre with bridge street extension. 
· We need more car parking. 

· The proposed building is too big and modern for Banchory town centre. I wouldn’t support the demolition of the Bellfield home- it’s iconic. 


	Town Centre and Scott Skinner Square-
· Have more seating on the north side. Shop front attractive. Relocate taxi rank. Make Scott Skinner’s Square more accessible for entertainment. 

· Narrowing the main street to create pedestrian walkway is impractical.

· Widen paths and improve the area- love it!

· Agree on comments about the square which is not used enough- could be a great spot for improvements. 

· Shop repairs to up keep shop front appearances. 

· Ideas good. Square should be used more. Crossing- good, required!!

· Must not lose the character of Banchory. Keep open spaces. Use square more- theatre in summer. Use square as area for activities such as street performers. Christmas could have open evening with stalls for charities. Children’s play area events- teddy bears picnic etc run by charities and/or community education. A cafe was tried where Kaliks was about 14 years ago but never took off. Require better sign posting and perhaps paint the current Scott Skinner sign in brighter colours the stand out. Remember for evening activities there are residential flats- so better policing would help stop a youth problem. 
· Agree square needs developed but not sure of futuristic architecture- can’t imagine it aging well. 

· Do not like the style of the proposed houses in Bridge Street. 

· Square- excellent with much potential but under used. 

· Housing here is too modern. Like idea of opening up Dee Lane. 
· Remove parking on one side of street-good. Good cafe in square with outside seating. 

· Bridge Street designs too stark and out of character. 

· Needs to be more pedestrian friendly. 

· Go for this one.

· I like the idea of improving the square, at the moment there are too many steps. 

· Looks great but what do you do about existing businesses?

· Some good ideas but much could be achieved without new buildings- renovation of facades and renewal of landscaping. South west corner garden good but at loss of parking. 

· Museum not with library or other facility??

· I like the walkway (not lights) across High Street leading to the square. 

· Approve widening of the south side pavement. Like the garden entrance to square from Bridge Street. 

· Architecture should reflect existing granite styles.

· But where is the museum??

· Do not demolish Bellfield house. No more houses. No kabutz on Bridge Street. 
· Ideas are good- not sure the modern architectural design will look right in the centre of Banchory. Bridge Street block design- again not traditional and in line with Banchory’s charm.
· People stop and chat on the north side of the High Strret because it is the sunny side. Widening the south side pavement would make no difference/ a few extra parking spaces are much appreciated especially by the elderly.

· Close High street and make pedestrionised. Find route around Banchory town centre. 

	New Academy-
· Excellent design, hope it will materialise. 

· New academy required at Hill of Banchory.

· Brilliant idea, location not sure. Current location would be better but design and concept is very good. 

· Academy could do with revamp. 

· Excellent. 

· I think it would be cool to have a new academy because it will be different. 

· Existing site preferred. 

· Too big. 

· Like the idea of keeping it central but would question size of site and overall prefer it stays exactly where it is. 

· Like the location and idea. 

· Not sure about the location. 

· Amazing. 

· Long overdue. 

· Needs to stay in centre of Banchory- existing site. 

· Finish it for 2015. 

· The building has too many storeys making movement between different classrooms awkward. The new learning experience sounds very idealistic and would only work with will motivated students. 

· Logic for central location is great but now sure about high rise for Banchory. 
· High rise not good in schools. 

· No-one is going to consider building a multi-storey school nowadays; they had their day in the 1960/70s. 

· Excellent building design. Location good and relates to sports centre and playing fields for common use.

· Like academy plan. 

· Central location if it incorporates more community facilities. 

· Plus primary school on current golf course with good sports facilities. 

· Town needs new academy. Tower block design very imaginative but not right for Banchory. Not much space at proposed site. 
· Building OK but location all wrong. Move old primary school to Hill of Banchory and use space for academy extension. 

· New academy required at Hill of Banchory. 

	Open Space and Public Parks-
· We need to reserve all open spaces.

· Need to maintain our open spaces; a lot of plans on show were to reduce these. 

· Rachel Hyatt design and location excellent. 

· Leave as are. 

· All the new proposed buildings look like they pose a risk to the beautiful green spaces Banchory has. They need to be retained and enhanced, not reduced in site or accessibility. 

· Good ideas. 

· Great to have more. 

· Please maintain existing open spaces and parks, don’t view these as development land. 

· Tending to be encroached by new developments, open up alternative areas on fringes of town, Raemoir, Glassel and Woodend.

· You seem to be covering them with buildings. More sports complex to where the current cricket, tennis and athletics facility exists. 

· Retain park. 



	Light Railway-
· This is definitely not on. 
· A good idea but how many people would forgo the convenience of the car given the cost of public transport. 

· Would only work if Aberdeen implemented as well. Plans not sure how aesthetically pleasing this would look in the town centre. 

· Would have preferred Victorian for tourism. 

· Only if it gets traffic off the road and/or can be used for movement of goods. 

· It will be a long time before Banchory people give up their cars. Oil industry or not. 

· Banchory needs a railway for a number of reasons: tourism, commuters, business links etc. Not convinced with the design though, too futuristic in an old historic town. 

· Should be actively pursued. 

· Great idea. 

· Way ahead. 

· Concerned about safety if route shared with pedestrians/ cyclists. Journey times need to be more often than bus. 

· Not so sure about this. 

· Brilliant can’t wait for this. 

· Looked good. 

· Good idea. 

· Excellent for community and tourism. 

· Nice idea, but probably best to stop before Dee Street and not rise up to bridge over. May be many land acquisition problems and tricky road crossings e.g. Stonehaven Road at Crathes. 
· Requires financial aid. 

· Too and from where? Being realistic, fun but non starter. 

· Forget it. 

· Need for railway from Banchory to Aberdeen. 

· No information on journey time. 

· Cannot be too soon.

	Deeside Way and Path Networks-
· Up keep on paths must be maintained. Some are in a dreadful state. 

· Good. 

· Hope to progress this with Tony Brown. 

· Great idea. 

· Tourism link. 

· A great potential resource. Develop integrated cycle routes and a peripheral route. 

· More could be done. 

· Great. 

· With more interventions(interpretations??) en route to encourage use? 

· Really like the idea of more paths and walks. Could the railway route be opened for pedestrians from Banchory to Torphins and beyond? 
· More way marking required. Great network that few know about.

· Indicated proposals all worthy.

· Yes but not awful paved ways. 

· Can run alongside railway. 

· Good. 


	Tourism Facilities-
· More tourism facilities are definitely needed. 
· Existing hotels are struggling for business a new hotel development would be impractical. 

· Tourist information would be far better in the town hall. 
· Design of the tourist info centre and culture centre is not in keeping with the area. A more traditional stone and wood built design would be more sympathetic. I like the idea of having the tourist information and culture centre. 

· Wrong style building. 

· Unsure about the modern building in that setting but ideas good. 

· Need a new building and location. 

· Would ruin look of High Street but like the idea of it being on that site. 

· Badly needs upgrade. 

· Need more holiday facilities. 

· Like the concept but please leave room for the poles around the corner so that the Christmas lights and hanging baskets can be hung from them. 

· Can’t find them.
· Definite improvement required, I love the plans for Scott Skinner’s Square. 

· No more paved ways, £150 on a dreadful path up Scolty, leave well alone. 

· Need for new tourism and small theatre facilities.

	Music School and Art Gallery-
· Best place for this is at Hill of Banchory. 

· Unrealistic. 

· A bit too futuristic for area. 

· Deeside Dance School could be enlarged to incorporate this. 

· Music school is a great idea- encourage locals to take part, especially if traditional music. Develop programmes for youths to get involved. Art gallery good idea but again design lets it down. 

· Love music school idea. Art gallery, great idea, caravan park adds nothing to the riverside area. Move to a site over the river?

· Music school good idea, Banchory has a tradition for great music. Art gallery- not sure.

· Excellent concept. 

· Great idea for the town. 

· Hill of Banchory for this one. 

· I think Banchory is not big enough to support these facilities. 
· Not needed because we have the wonderful facility at Woodend Barn- build on that idea.

· This looks good. 

· Excellent ideas. 

· Both great. 

· Provided it doesn’t look like a warehouse. 

· Would like cultural profile increased, relationship to Woodend Barn. 

· Not sure if Banchory needs a music school or art gallery. Design is great but not in keeping with character of town centre. 
· Potential attraction for the town which is always good however is there demand?

· Music school- Good concept and interesting location.  Art gallery- great location but merits more interesting architecture. 

· Yes but wrong location. 

· Good idea. 

	Sports Facilities-
· Definitely need more all weather sport facilities for all ages. 

· Proposed youth centre is over existing, well used, Guide Lodge; purpose built 25 years ago. Existing tennis courts are not well used. 

· Banchory is crying out for decent facilities and spaces particularly for teenagers. Access is the issue although. 
· Good to keep in one area- maximise usage. 

· Being a sports fanatic I took particular interest and was very interested and impressed with ideas, very appropriate and fit in with Banchory’s culture. 

· This is the best Scottish sports facility I have ever seen. This should definitely be built. 

· Are there not already plans for sports facilities?

· Excellent location and much needed facilities. 

· Banchory is in desperate need of better sports facilities. With the population ever growing and current facilities are outdated and impractical. 

· Definitely worth pursuing- excellent ideas. 

· Pool very much needed, yes yes yes. 

· Swimming pool should be Olympic size. 

· Needed to encourage healthier lifestyles.

· Central parkland ideal location. 

· Really like the location of the sports centre/ pool. 

· This has to be top priority, like design, its realistic. 

· Good idea to have more facilities for young people. 
· Like the general concept but would like a training pool aswell as 25m pool. 
· Banchory needs more sports facilities but these don’t need to be in town centre, keep park as leisure area. 
· Proposal for Hill of Banchory sports centre is better. 

· Superb site and very interesting concept. Efficiency? (8) Incoherent building and location relevance. Depends on strategic approach to this entire area. (9)

· Yes but wrong location. 

· Need for swimming pool. 

· Detail and idea very good. 

· Excellent. 

	General Comments (continue on back if needed)-
· Very good presentation by RGU.

· An interesting project for the students but we have to live here, not practical. 

· Good to see most things being kept in the centre of town- keep Banchory’ s heart where it is. 
· At some point Banchory has to put up the full sign otherwise the reason that it is a pleasure to live here will be lost as will the entire character of the town. 

· Keep things central. 

· Think Bellfield home should be retained as a home as at present. 

· Don’t like health centre design. 

· 60s style buildings currently being demolished. 

· Super ideas- would be great if some came to fruition. 

· At present, shops on north side of the High Street too restricted in depth, what can possibly be doen here?

· Very disappointed that despite input at previous BDI meetings there appears to have been no thought given to provisions for the “young” elderly. Retirement flats (not old peoples home) are urgently required. As many older people retire to Banchory. Baring in mind the composition of age grouping in this country now and in the future this a great emission. The Inchmarlo complex is not to everyone’s liking it is expensive, out of Banchory and tends to be socially devisive. Refer you to the type of flats operated by Macarthy and Stone in Aberdeen and Cults. 
· Further look at affordable housing design. Health centre brilliant location. Keep all these facilities in town centre area.

· Interesting ideas on show the improvements to the town centre are a must to keep people coming to Banchory. However, those people need a effortless means to get in and out of Banchory and the proposals seem to lack this. An underground car park at Bellfield along with light development sounds very sensible. However, need a significant car park as the other developments in the town centre would see a reduction in parking this is increasingly important as the light railway, although a very good idea, is unlikely an should probably be removed from future thinking. 

· Key issue is development of Bellfield area. Railway into town is a non-starter. Main problem is loss of parking if most ideas go ahead. Peripheral elements worth perusing 8, 10, 3 and 7.

· We need more parking not more houses. Why propose more shops when there many standing empty. 

· Retain Bellfield Building. 

· Keep up the good work. 

· Important project that undoubtedly influence Banchory development. Key to funding will be commercial interest and input especially to Bellfield development. Future of transport needs to focus on light rail/ tram way. 

· Where is the money coming from? Private enterprise will require a sweetener. 

· Football is neglected- need urgent pavilion/ changing facilities. 

· Bellfield Home has to stay. 

· I think the proposed buildings are ugly particularly those in Bridge Street. 

· All plans seem to restrict rather than provide car parking. 

· The ideas are interesting, but concrete developments would be good- where is our swimming pool?

· Don’t build on south of the river- what is unique is buildings one side and farmland the other. Keep it this way for the great advantaged of Banchory. Don’t have flat roofs.

· Didn’t look at the details of all the proposals but generally impressed. 

· Specialist presentation hard to see and understand proposals, o many boxes. A 30min presentation by video would have been helpful.  Nonetheless a good idea if the £££s come. 
· Housing not attractive- quite scary. 

· Square buildings are getting in way of agreement of otherwise thoughtful development proposal, need architecture more in keeping with area. But structural plans really interesting. 

· Development on south of river- NO. Development on golf course practice area need discussion. 

· Contemporary housing blocks don’t really support the local tradition- needs to be more sympathetic to environment  and traditional materials. 

· None in keeping with the current town adr.....

· Bellfield Home should stay. Any new development in town centre should maintain the traditional style and character. 

· How are all these grand ideas going to be funded?

· More seats in the High Street, Especially like the one at the Co-op.
· All nonsense!!!! Keep Banchory the traditional granite beautiful place we have had for years. No room for cheap modern structure.



	Name and Address if you wish to be informed of progress.




