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TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT REVIEW OF BANCHORY

1

2.1

21.1

2.1.2

Recommendations

1 Approve the proposals to introduce the traffic management
measures in Banchory as detailed in the Appendix to this Report.

2 Authorise officers to undertake the necessary legal procedures for
the introduction of traffic management measures that reqmre the
mtroducﬂon of a legal traffic order. .

Discussion

Background

‘This Service undertakes a regular programme to look at settlements and

assess the need for any traffic management measures based on any
compiaints and requests received from the public and a consultation process
which involves the Local Member(s), Grampian Police and the local
Community Council.

Such a review has taken place for Banchory and the outcome of that process

. forms the proposals in this report.

2.1.3

2.2

2.2.1

A previous traffic management review was undertaken in 2005, leading to the

‘introduction of traffic. calming measures including reduced speed limits,

waiting restrictions, pedestrian facilities and the reclassification of roads. Due
to the significant works undertaken on the back of the previous review,
proposals in this latest review are of a more moderate scale.

Discussion and Proposals

As well as requests for certain measures and complaints from the public, this
Traffic Management Review has been informed from a review of significant
consultation programmes organised over the past two years or so in
Banchory. This has included a review of the 1500 comments generated by

- the Banchory & Development Initiative as part of their ‘Making it Real
 consultation exercise in December 2008. Commentis received from other

22.2

sources, such as those from parents in the development of Banchory Primary
School’'s own Travel Plan have also been considered in taking forward this
Traffic Management Review. -

Grampian Police, Banchory Community Council and the Local Members have

- all also been consulted on comments and concerns that have been brought fo

their attention on traffic management issues in Banchory.
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2.3

2.3.1
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A full list of the issues that have been considered as part of this Traffic
Management Review, along with comments on how each of these issues are
being dealt with, is set out in Appendix 1 to this report. A summary- of the
measures which it is proposed to implement on the back of this Traffic
Management Review are as detailed in Sections 2.3 to 2.10.

20mph Speed Limits

There are a number of recently completed residential streets, primarily in the

. - -Hill of Banchory area, which are designed as 20s zones but have not been set
- with 20mph speed limit orders. These Ilocations have therefore been

2.3.2

2.3.3

2.4

2.4.1

2.4.2

2.4.3

suggested as suitable locations for 20mph speed Ilmlts as part of this Traffic
Management Rewew

In addition, it is proposed to establish 20mph speed limit orders for a number
of other residential streets following requests from local residents. At these
locations, tube counters have been put in place to record speeds and to
determine the 85 percentile speeds for each site, which is the determining
factor in whether a 20mph speed limit, either advisory or mandatory should be
introduced.

Appendix 2 presents a schedule and plans setting out the streets proposed for
designation with 20mph speed limits as part of this Traffic Management
Review.

30mph and 40mph Speed Limits

Consultation raised concerns about traffic speeds on the A93 through
Banchory west (between the High Street and the town’s gateway). Speed
survey data reveal 85" percentile speeds of traffic in the west end of
Banchory on the A93 between 38mph and 40mph.

At present, there are 30mph road markings on this stretch. However, it is felt
that there is a need for more prominent 30mph repeater signage on this main
road in and out of Banchory given its relatively long and winding nature.
Accordingly, it is proposed to introduce two 30mph LED vehicle activated
signs to make drivers more aware of their speed and encourage reduced
speeds. One would be positioned to encourage reduced traffic speeds
amongst vehicles travelling eastbound towards High Street, while the other
would be positioned to slow vehicles travelling west out of Banchory.
Appendix 3 shows the specific locations at which |t is proposed to install the
vehicle activated signs.

Concerns were also raised about speeding on Glassel Road As part of the

.+ 2005 Banchory Traffic Management Review, a 40mph speed limit was
~ introduced on Glassel Road from the current terminal location of the existing

2.5

30mph speed limit to beyond the entrance to Inchmarlo Golf Club. In
response to consultation comments, as part of this Review it is proposed to
further extend the 40mph speed limit to the bus stop area norih of the eX|st|ng
order. The extension of this 40mph order is shown in Appendix 3.

Traffic Calming
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2.5.2
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2.5.4

2.5.5
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In June 2009, the Parent Council at Banchory Primary School circulated a
questionnaire to gather information from parents about their experiences of
getting to and from the school safely for feeding into the development of the
School Travel Plan and this Traffic Management Review. Various requests for
traffic calming were received on streets used by pupils travelling to and from
the school. Following anaiysis of speed survey data and site visits during
school times, a number of traffic calming proposals have been identified.

Ramsay Road

In total, 17 separate comments were received in relation to Ramsay Road
from parents responding to the travel questionnaire. Comments related to a
lack of safe crossing point, particularly from the Elms Rise pedestrian footpath
due to a combination of parked vehicles, width of the road and fast traffic. The
introduction of a 20mph {imit here would require significant traffic calming, as
speed surveys revealed the 85" percentile of traffic as 33-34mph at the
western side of Ramsay Road (west of ElIms Rise) and around 29-30mph in
the eastern section of Ramsay Road. Consultation revealed a lack of
enthusiasm for traffic calming. There was support for the introduction of a kerb
build-out on Ramsay Road at the Elms Rise footway in recognition that this
could help improve visibility for pedestrians and could also help to reduce
traffic speeds. Subsequent site investigations have, however, revealed the
construction of a build-out at this location could be extremely difficult owing to
the presence of manhole covers and proximity to residential garages. Given
this, as an alternative, it is proposed to enhance ‘Children Crossing’ signage
in the vicinity of the EIms Rise footpath on Ramsay Road.

Watson Street

A 20mph speed fimit was introduced on Watson Street following the 2005
Traffic Management Review. Recent speed surveys have revealed 85"
percentile speeds on the eastern side of Watson Street, at around 35/36 mph.
This would suggest that the 20mph limit is not having the desired effect, and
consideration should be given to the introduction of additional traffic calming.
As part of this review, it is proposed to introduce road humps as per the plan
in Appendix 4.

Forestside Road / Bredero Drive

In the past, Forestside Road and Bredero Drive were used as a through route
by traffic seeking to avoid the Raemoir Road/Station Road junction. However,
since the signalisation of this junction and the development of Hill of
Banchory, this route shouid now only be used by local traffic. It is therefore
proposed to introduce a 20mph speed limit with traffic calming. Speed surveys
undertaken along these roads revealed 85" percentile speeds ranged from
24-30mph at the various survey locations. As these are currently 30mph
roads, to intfroduce a 20mph limit would require physical traffic calming. There
are already some road humps on Bredero Drive and thus, for consistency, it is
proposed 1o extend road humps along Forestside Road. This work is detailed
in Appendix 4.

Concemns were also raised about a specific crossing point used by Hill of
Banchory and Academy pupils on Bredero Drive (between the lanes that link
Tillybrake Road and Hill of Banchory). While the proposals detailed above



256

2.5.7

2.5.8

2.6

2.6.1

2.6.2
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should help to reduce speeds along this entire stretch, making it safer for
pedestrians using this route, as a means to increase driver awareness as to
the potential of pedestrians/pupils crossing at this point, it is proposed to erect
‘Children Crossing' signs on both sides of the road for motorists approaching
the crossing point from both north and south.

While the proposed improvements described in the sections above shouid
assist in developing safer routes to schools, it should be noted that
opportunities to introduce further traffic calming, through physical measures or
waiting restrictions are limited in the vicinity of Banchory Primary School.
There is already a high level of parking restrictions around the school and only
minor extensions are proposed as described in section 2.8.2. Any significant
extensions would encroach on residential frontages.

Accordingly, it is considered that the most significant opportunities to address
concerns, including parental parking, will be through the adoption of
promotion and awareness-raising {i.e. ‘softer’y measures to encourage less
vehicle congestion around the school gate. A meeting was held with the
Parent Council to discuss these issues in February 2010 and it was agreed
that the Council’s School Travel Planning Co-ordinator will work in liaison with

- the Parent Council, teachers and pupils at Banchory Primary to develop the

School Travel Plan and in doing so address concerns raised.

Comments were also received in relation to the operation of the schools
20mph flashing signs outside Banchory Primary School, with it being
highlighted that activation of the signs does not wholly cover the periods that
pupils are arriving / leaving the school. Accordingly, the signs have been
reprogrammed. The Council has, following local landowner negotiations,
recently developed a new footway on Arbeadie Road between Watson Street
and Ramsay Road.

Car Parking

Consultation revealed various concerns regarding the availability of parking in
the town centre and this was of particular concern to Banchory and District
Initiative. Unfortunately this Service does not have a budget to provide
additional parking although opportunities to develop facilities tied in with
planning gain will be explored where appropriate. It is also considered that,
while the free parking provision in the Bellfield Car Park is generally full to
capacity, spaces are usually available in the pay and display section of the car
park. Nevertheless, car park beat surveys will be undertaken in the future to
ascertain parking availability. Consultation also revealed that many people felt
that the Bellfield car park is poorly designed, and therefore a review of the car
park layout will be undertaken with a view to developing clearer, more
understandable flow direction signage.

Requests were also made for coach parking facilities near the town centre 1o
assist tourist coach drop-offs. Again this was of particular concern to
Banchory and District Initiative. At present there is a drop off facility within
Belifield Car Park, and consideration will be given to raising awareness of this
as part of the layout review.
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Concerns were raised about Tiliybrake Road and the high traffic movements
here, which make it difficult for pedestrians to cross. Saturday afternoons

.-were said to be particularly problematic owing to parked vehicles associated

with the playing fields, the shops, and traffic to the industrial estate. To
address this situation, it is proposed to provide a small, nose-in parking area
on the south side of Tillybrake Road, adjacent to the playing fields. This will
reduce on-street parking and facilitate two way flows along Tillybrake Road.
Appendix 5 sets out the proposed location of the car park. It is also proposed
to introduce parking restrictions to prohibit parking at the junction of Tillybrake

- Road/ Tillybrake Industrial Estate.

2.64

As part of the 2005 Traffic Management Review, it was agreed to introduce
two disabled car parking spaces on High Street. These were never formally
introduced and are therefore proposed for installation as part of this review.

~ The proposed locations for these spaces are as set out in Appendix 5, and

2.7

2.7.1

2.7.2

are to be located in spaces currently covered by the existing taxi rank, as
discussed below.

High Street Taxi Rank

At present, parking for five taxis is provided on High Street. Consultation
raised concerns about the location of the existing taxi rank owing to high
levels of U-turning by taxi drivers. There is also a bus shelter and bay next to
the rank, and problems have been raised about buses being unable to fully
access the shelter and raised kerb facility owing to car parking encroaching
into the bus bay area.

It is therefore proposed to relocate the existing taxi rank parking on High
Street from the east side of Mount Street to the west side. There would be no
net loss of taxi parking spaces in light of this change. Relocation here relieves

- the aforementioned public transport issues and would also have the benefit of
- reducing U-turning manoeuvres, as there is a turning opportunity in the

2.7.3

Council offices at the Square which could instead be used in a safer manner
to access the taxi rank. Relocation of the taxi rank would also provide more
high demand short-term parking spaces in the centre of High Street.

Consultation with taxi drivers revealed mixed views on this. While some
operators raised concerns about the extra distance (approximately 75 metres)
that their elderly customers would have to walk to on leaving the High Street
convenience store, other operators recognised the benefits that the rank

. relocation could deliver.

2.7.4

2.8

- 2.81

Plans detailing the proposed relocation. of the taxi rank can be found in
Appendix 6 to this report.

Waiting Restrictions

It is proposed to extend waiting restrictions on both sides of Arbeadie Road,

- near its junction with Station Road by 15m. This proposal is intended to

. address concerns over vehicles parking in a legal manner but prohibiting two

ways flows along Arbeadie Road close to its junction with Station Road. The

 proposed extension is as shown in Appendix 7.
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2.8.2 It is also proposed to extend waiting restrictions on various side streets

2.8.3

2.8.4

2.9

2.9.1

2.10

around Banchory Primary School, currently used by parents parking to drop
pupils off at school. The following restrictions are proposed:

a) 15 metre extension on Dalvenie Road near its junction with Arbeadie
Road;

b) 10 metre extension on the north side of Grant Road and 5 metre extension
on the south side of Grant Road, near its junction with Arbeadie Road;

¢) 5 metre extension on the north side of Ramsay Road near its junction with
Arbeadie Road;

d) 40 metre restriction along the length of Arbeadie Road between its
junctions with Watson Street and Ramsay Road.

On Raemoir Lane, issues were raised surrounding parked vehicles on both
sides of the street making it difficult for buses and other large vehicles gaining
access from Raemoir Road. It is understood that a range of users park along
Raemoir Lane, including people accessing the sheltered housing, staff of
Banchory Academy and also users of the Sports Centre. It is therefore
proposed to introduce waiting restrictions around the junction of Raemoir
Lane with Dalvenie Gardens (the Sheltered Housing complex) including
opposite the access to Dalvenie Gardens to prevent parking here. This would
improve visibility at this junction, particularly for larger vehicles and would
reduce the potential for conflict between passing pedestrians (including
Banchory Academy pupils) and vehicles accessing the sheltered housing
complex. Appendix 7 sets out the scope of the proposed work. Furthermore,
as part of the 2005 review, waiting restrictions were approved at the junction
of Raemoir Lane with Raemoir Road but were never implemented. It is
therefore proposed to impiement these at the same time as the works
proposed for the Raemoir Road / Dalvenie Road to prevent cars parking close
to this junction.

As described in section 2.6.3, it is also proposed to introduce parking
restrictions to prohibit parking at the junction of Tillybrake Road / Tillybrake
Industrial Estate.

Traffic Signals and Sighage

Some issues surrounding the performance and efficiency of the High Street /
Dee Sireet traffic signals have been raised. A study commissioned to examine
measures to improve the efficiency of the traffic signals confirmed that the
signals are operating in near saturated conditions and only minor
improvements in operation could be achieved through changes in signal
timings alone. It is proposed that some redefining of the markings takes place
to maximise capacity.

Other Matters

2.10.1 At the pedestrian crossing, located on High Street near its junction with Dee

Street, it is proposed to introduce a short section of guardrail west of the
crossing. This should assist in reducing the potential for illegal parking and
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stopping by vehicles accessing the shops at the east end of High Street.
Appendix 8 sets out the proposed location for this work.

2.10.21In response to concerns that pedestrians frequently walk along the road

2.1

bridge at the Falls of Feugh rather than use the footbridge on the south side of
the bridge, it is proposed to install an information sign informing pedestrians to
cross aver to use the pedestrian footbridge.

Consultation

2.11.1 The Head of Finance and the Monitoring Officer within Corporate Services

have been consulted and are in agreement with the contents of this report.

2.11.2 Following the Committee meeting it is proposed to undertake a four week

3.1

3.2

statutory consultation by letter to interested parties such as the AA, RAC,
Road Haulage Association and others followed by a four week public
consultation when site notices are erected at the affected locations seeking
comment from anyone who wishes to make representation. Any unresolved
issues or objections will be brought back to Marr Area Committee for
resolution.

Financial and Staffing Implications

The proposals to introduce 20mph speed limits would be covered as part of a
rolling programme from the Capital Plan. The proposed introduction of the
30mph and 40mph speed limits would be covered as part of the traffic
management budget stream from the revenue programme. There is also a
rolling programme in the Capital Plan which would be used to take forward the
traffic calming schemes proposed within this report. All other proposals would
be covered from the revenue programme.

There are no specific staffing implications arising from this report.

Director of Infrastructure Services

Report prepared by Mark Skilling
01 February 2011
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TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT REVIEW OF BANCHORY — LIST OF APPENDICES

Appendix

1. List of Problems, Issues and Opportunities raised by various Consultations
undertaken in Banchory 2008/09

2. 20mph Speed Limits (Schedule)
2.1 Hill of Banchory

2.2 Hill of Banchory

2.3 Olympia Gardens

2.4 Upper Lochton

2.5 Forestside Road / Bredero Driver
2.6 Heath Row

2.7 Burn of Bennie Business Unit Road

3. 30mph and 40mph Speed Limits {Schedule)
3.1 Interactive Signage on A93
3.2 40mph speed limit on Glassel Road

4. Traffic Calming {Schedule)
4.1 Watson Street
4.2 Forestside Road

5. Car Parking (Schedule)
5.1 Tillybrake Road

5.2 Disabled Spaces, High Street

6. Taxi Parking, High Street

7. Waiting Restrictions (Schedule)
7.1 Arbeadie Road / Station Road

7.2 Dalvenie Road

7.3 Grant Road

7.4 Ramsay Road

7.5 Arbeadie Road between Watson Street / Ramsay Road
7.6 Raemoir Lane '
7.7 Tillybrake Road

8. Visi-Rail. Dee Street / High Street
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Appendix 2

ABERDEENSHIRE
CGOUNCIL

Transportation & Infrastructure

20mph Speed Limit

Ret:

Sheet: 10f 3
By: RF

Date: Sep 2010

REGULATION LOCATION REMARKS
20mph Speed HILL OF BANCHORY AREA (Appendices 2.1 and 2.2) Mandatory
Limit Pine Tree Road

in its entirety.

-Sycamore Road
In its entirety.

Sycamore Place
In its entirety.

Sycamore Way
In its entirety.

Chesthut Grove
In its entirsty.

Chestnut Park
In its entirety.

Chestnut Close
In its entirety.

Chesinut Lane
In its entirety.

Larch Tree Crescent

In its entirety.

Larch Tree Place
In its entirsty.

Larch Tree Way
[n its entirety.

Cherry Tree Road
In its entirety.

Rowan Tree Road
In its entiraty.

Hollow Tree Road

In its entirsty.

Qak Tree Avenue
In its entirety.

Ash Tree Road
In its entirety.

Beech Tree Road
In its entirety.

Fir Brae
In its entirety.

Tillybrake Rise
In its entirety

Tillybrake Gardens

In its entirety




Olympia Gardens (Appendix 2.3}

Inits entirety.

UPPER LOCHTON AREA (Appendix 2.4)

Upper Lochton
In its entirety.

Provost Black Way
From the extended west kerb line of Provost Black Drive

westwards for a distance of 157 metres or thereby.

Provost Black Drive
From the extended scuth kerb line of Upper Lochton
southwards for a distance of 163 metres or thereby.

FORESTSIDE ROAD / BREDERO DRIVE AREA
(Appendix 2.5)

Forestside Road / Bredero Drive
In its entirety.

Foresiside Drive
In its entirety.

Forestside Gardens
In its entirety.

Woodlands Road
In its entirety.

Woodlands Place
In its entirety.

Scoity View
In its entirety.

Scoliy Place
In its entirety.

Corrichie Place
In its entirety.

Kerloch Crescent
In its entirety.

Tilguihillie Place
In its entiraty.

Tillybrake Road
From the extended south kerb line of Bredero Drive south
then east for a distance of 92 metres or thereby.

Section of Tilybrake Road leading fo numbers
4,6,8,10,12,14,and 16, in its entirety.

Tillybrake Rise
In its entirety

Tillybrake Gardens
In its entirety

HEATH ROW (Appendix 2.6)

Heath Row
In its entirety.




BURN OF BENNIE BUSINESS UNIT ROAD
{Appendix 2.7)

Unclassified Road Number 139K (Burn of Bennie

Business Unit Road)
From the extended north kerbline of the A93, Northwards

for a distance of 320 metres or thereby.
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APPENDIX 2.2

HRL of Bonchory
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APPENDIX 2.4
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APPENDIX 2.6
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Appendix 3

ABERDEENSHIRE
COUNCIL

Transportation & Infrastructure

40mph Speed Limit Proposals

Ref:
Sheet: 1of 1
By: RF

| Date: Sep 2010

REGULATION LOCATION REMARKS
C4K Glassel Road (Appendix 3.2)
40mph Speed From a point 60 metres or thereby northwest of the M
Limit extended north kerbline of Lavender Grove in a north- andatory

western direction to a point 15 metres or thereby
northwest of the extended north kerbline of East Mains
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Appendix 4

ABERDEENSHIRE
COUNCIL

Transportation & Infrastructure

Traffic Calming Proposals

Ref:
Sheet:
By: RF

1of1

Date: Sep 2010

REGULATION

LOCATION

REMARKS

Watson Street (Appendix 4.1)
Extent of Watson Street 10 no. Speed Cushions.

Traffic Calming

Forestside Road (Abpendix 4.2)

Extent of Foresiside Road 10 no. Speed Cushions.
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Appendix 5

ABERDEENSHIRE
COUNCIL

Transportation & Infrastructure

On Street Disabled Parking Spaces

Ref:

Sheet: 1 of 1
By: RF

Date: Sep 2010

REGULATION LOCATION REMARKS
High Street

North side from a point 71 metres or thereby east of the

extended east kerbline of Mount Street eastwards for a
Disabled Parking distance of 6 metres or thereby.

South side from a point 37 metres or thereby west of the

extended west kerbline of Dee Street westwards for a
distance of 6 metres or thereby.

ABERDEENSHIRE 45 Minute Waiting Ref:
COUNCIL Sheet: 1 of 1
Transportation & Infrastructure By: RF

Date: Sep 2010

REGULATION

LOCATION

REMARKS

45 Minute
Waiting

High Street

North side from a point 37 metres or thereby east of the
extended east kerbline of Mount Street east for a distance
of 12 metres or thereby.

North side from a point 53 metres or thereby east of the
extended east kerbline of Mount Sireet east for a distance
of 18 metres or thereby.

North side from a point 81 metres or thereby east of the
extended east kerbline of Mount Strest east for a distance
of 13 metres or thereby.
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Appendix 6

ABERDEENSHIRE At Any Time Waiting Restriction Except | Ref:
COUNCIL Taxis Sheet: 1 of 1
Transportation & Infrastructure By: RF
Date: Sep 2010
REGULATION LOCATION REMARKS
High Street

Prohibition of
Waiting

From a paint 16 metres or thereby west of the extended
kerbline of Mount Street westwards for a distance of 34
metres or thereby.

At Any Time (Except
Taxis)
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Appendix 7

ABERDEENSHIRE Prohibition of Waiting Ref:
COUNCIL “At Any Time” Sheet: 1 of 1
Transportation & Infrastructure By: RF
Date: Sep 2010
REGULATION LOCATION REMARKS
Arbeadie Road
Both sides from a point 15 metres or thereby north of the
extended north kerb line of Station Road, northwards for a
distance of 15 metres or thereby.
Daivenie Road
Both sides from the extended east kerb line of Arbeadie
Road eastwards for a distance of 15 metres or thereby.
Grant Road
North side from a point 15 metres or thereby west of the
extended west kerb line of Arbeadie Road westwards for a
distance of 10 metres or thereby.
South Side from a point 15 metres or thereby west of the
extended west kerb line of Arbeadie Road westwards for a
distance of 5 metres or thereby.
Ramsay Road
Prohibition of North side from a point 15 metres or thereby west of the At Any Time

Waiting

extended west kerb line of Arbeadie Road westwards for a
distance of 5 meires or thersby. '

Arbeadie Road
West side from the extended south kerb line of Ramsay
Road southwards for a distance of 40 metres or thereby.

Raemoir Lane

Both sides from a point 45 metres or thereby west of the
extended west kerb line of Raemoir Road westwards.for a
distance of 27 metres or thereby.

Tillybrake Road

Both sides from a point 68 metres or thereby sast of the
extended east kerbline of Tillybrake Rise for a distance of
26 metres or thereby.

Access road to Tillybrake Industrial Estate
Both sides from the extended north kerbline of Tillybrake
Road northwards for a distance of 10 metres or thereby.
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Appendix 8

ABERDEENSHIRE Visi-Rail Ref:
COUNCIL Sheet: 1 of 1
Transportation & Infrasfructure By: RF
Date: Sep 2010
REGULATION LOCATION REMARKS

Dee Street / High Street _
Installation of Visi-Rail pedestrian guardrail at Dee Sireet /
High Streel.
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